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Spend the day with us at Open House Chicago on Sunday, October 15! OHC is 
an annual event when landmark buildings throughout the city open their doors 
to the public. The Wood Dale Public Library and Bensenville Community Public 
Library are co-sponsoring free, all-day walking tours of the Chicago Loop and the 
University of Chicago's south side campus. The only cost to attend will be lunch at 
a restaurant of your choice. Due to limited space, only patrons with Wood Dale or 
Bensenville library cards are able to register. 

Round-trip Metra transportation from Wood Dale to Chicago will be provided by the 
Library. The group will depart from the Wood Dale Metra station at 8:27 a.m. and 
return before 6:00 p.m. Once we arrive in Chicago, library staff will lead tours and 
provide directions, information and a schedule for the day. Space is limited to 10 
participants in each group. Please register all friends and family on one registration 
to ensure groups are kept together.

Registration opens September 1st. A complete overview of the day and registration 
instructions are available at the Library. For more information or assistance, please 
email contact@wooddalelibrary.org.  

September is 
Library Card Sign-up Month!

Access so much more than books!

This September, sign up for a library card! From borrowing books, ebooks, 
and museum passes to getting homework help, learning new skills, or 
attending story time, a library card helps you do more of what you enjoy. 
Get a library card and dive into a new hobby. A library card is your most 
important school supply—and everyone should have one!

Get an online card by going to our 
website, www.wooddalelibrary.org. 
You must be at least 13 years old; 
afterward stop at the library within 90 
days to verify residency to obtain a 
full access card. 



Fall Outdoor Planter 
In-Person Program
Tuesday, September 12 at 7 pm
Peggy Garvin will show you  
how to make a vibrant arrangement that 
will brighten up your outdoor space all 
autumn long. Registration is required. The 
cost for supplies is $20. 

Take & Make Craft:  
Harvest Truck Sign
Online Program
September 18
Enjoy making a harvest truck sign this 
fall. Pick up your craft kits, then follow 
along at home with the YouTube video or 
instructions given.

Red Cross Blood Drive 
In-Person Program  
Thursday, September 21 from 1-6 pm
Did you know one blood donation 

can potentially save up to three lives? 
Come join us and the Red Cross in making 
a difference and donate your blood! You 
must register by going to the Red Cross 
website at www.redcrossblood.org and use 
the sponsor code: WoodDaleLibrary.

A Taste for Poison
In-Person Program
Tuesday, September 26  
at 7 pm
Dr. Neil Bradbury explores 
the effects of poisons 
on the human body and examines the 
motives of killers in plotting murder. Expect 
lethal umbrellas, deadly cocktails, and 
killer curries in this unique combination of 
science, true crime, and murder mystery. 

Introduction to Wood Carving
In-Person Program
Wednesday, September 27 at 7 pm
Do you need a new hobby for the winter 
months? Discover the art of wood carving 
with North Suburban Carvers!
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Registration is strongly encouraged for all Library programs unless otherwise noted. 
Register by calling 630-766-6762 or go to our website, www.wooddalelibrary.org/events.
All library programs are of no charge unless otherwise noted with this symbol: 

ADULT WORKSHOPS & EVENTS   

Plant Swap 
In-Person Program
Saturday, September 30 
from 1-3 pm
Join us for an outdoor event 
on the Library’s patio. This is the perfect 
opportunity to divide your indoor and outdoor 
plants, bring home something new and 
share tips with other plant lovers! 

Fall Garden Clean-Up 
In-Person Program
Thursday, October 5 at 7 pm 
The end of the growing season 
cleanup can be a daunting task, 

especially with large yards. An 
Illinois Master Gardener shows you how to 
organize fall tasks into an easy month-by-
month to-do list and create a checklist to 
help you check-off the tasks.

Take & Bake:  
Apple Pie Cookies 
Online Program
Monday, October 16
Welcome fall baking with this delicious twist 
on a seasonal favorite: crunchy cookies 
filled with spiced apple slices. Come in to 
pick up a bag with supplies (just add eggs), 
then follow along with our YouTube video or 
make on your own with the provided recipe. 
Please register. One per family.

Introduction to Tarot Cards
In-Person Program
Thursday, October 19 at 7 pm
Learn the history, myths and 
theory of tarot card reading 
with Barbara Meyer. She 
will discuss how to use tarot 
cards to see hope in the 
future and forge new paths in 
your life.

Scary Stories & Cupcakes
In-Person Program
Monday, October 23  
at 7 pm
Enjoy an evening filled 

with scary stories and sweet treats. First 
course: calorie-free stories. For dessert, 
decorate two Halloween cupcakes with 
pastry chef Frannie Hargadon. Registration 
is required. 

Free Flu Shot & COVID-19 
Vaccine Clinic
In-Person Program
Tuesday, October 24 from 4-7 pm
Hamdard Health Alliance medical staff, 
through a partnership with Jewel-Osco, 
will be onsite to provide free (no insurance 
required) flu shots and updated COVID-19 
Vaccines. No appointment is necessary to 
receive either or both vaccines. 

Halloween Centerpiece 
In-Person Program
Tuesday, October 24 at 7 pm
Enjoy the colors of the season by making 
your own Halloween floral arrangement 
with Peggy Garvin. Registration is required. 
The cost is $20. 

Cooking with Chef Dave: 
Winter Soups
In-Person Program 
Wednesday, November 15 at 7 pm
Chef Dave Esau will present easy soups 
that can be made ahead of time and 
enjoyed multiple times on a cold week. 
Proper cooking and 
prep techniques, 
recipes, and 
soup samples 
with be shared. 
Please register.

75th Emmy Awards Contest
Entries must be received by  
Monday, December 30 at 5 pm.
Join us in predicting the winners 
of the 75th Emmy Awards! We will 
find out the winners of this year’s 
nominees on Monday, January 15. 
The contest will be open to library 
patrons 11 years and up (one entry 
per person). Forms will be 
available starting August 1 
on the library website, and 
at the Public Service Desk. 
Two winners will receive 
twenty-five-dollar gift card to 
Marcus Cinema.

+
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Join one of our book clubs and meet in person to talk about books! We have a variety of different clubs for all types of readers. 
Electronic versions of books may be available for download on the library apps Hoopla, Libby, or Axis 360, or pick up a print 
copy at the Book Club Kiosk. Register by calling 630-766-6762 or go to our website, www.wooddalelibrary.org/events.

BOOK CLUBS

Klub Książki – Polish Book Discussion
The Art of Racing in the Rain  
by Garth Stein
In Person Program 
Tuesday, October 17 at 7 pm 
at the Art Gallery Kafé
Books will be read and discussed in the 
Polish language. Copies of books are 
available at the Wood Dale Public Library. 

Sztuka Ścigania Się w Deszczu autorstwa 
Gartha Steina. Książki będą czytane i 
omawiane w języku polskim. Kopie książek są 
dostępne w Bibliotece Publicznej Wood Dale.

Book Club Express
Between Two Kingdoms:  
A Memoir of a Life Interrupted  
by Suleika Jaouad
In-Person Program  
Wednesday, September 20 at 7 pm at 
Target Starbucks, 401 W Irving Park Rd.
A searing, deeply moving memoir that 
traces one young woman’s journey from 
illness to healing and self-discovery.

Hang the Moon  
by Jeannette Walls
In-Person Program 
Wednesday, October 18 at 7 pm at 
Target Starbucks, 401 W Irving Park Rd.
Hang the Moon follows the journey of 
Sallie Kincaid, a feisty, fearless, and 
damaged young woman who refuses to 
be corralled in her small Virginia town 
during the Prohibition era.

Mystery Lovers’ Book Club
The Stranger Diaries  
by Elly Griffiths
In Person Program  
Tuesday, October 3 at 7 pm
In this atmospheric, “bookish” mystery a 
high-school English teacher chronicles 
her suspicions about the murder of a 
colleague when she discovers a sinister 
message in her own diary.

History Pages Book Discussion 

Killers of the Flower Moon  
by David Grann
In-Person Program 
Wednesday, October 25 at 7 pm
Join us to discuss this twisting, haunting 
true-life murder mystery about one of the 
most monstrous crimes in American history 
and the newly created FBI that took up the 
case. 

Attendance at a Wood Dale Public Library 
program or event constitutes consent to be 
photographed or videotaped for possible 
use on our website, or in other promotional 
material. If you do not wish your image to 
be published, please notify a member of the 
library staff before the program begins.

Smile!
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Join the Library for author events! You must be registered for each program to participate. E-book and e-audiobook copies of 
the authors’ books are available on Hoopla, Axis360, or Libby. Print books are available at the Library. Please place holds, call, 
or e-mail the Library to reserve your copies. Everyone is welcome, including those who have not read the book yet! 

AUTHOR VISITS

VIRTUAL 

Mary Miley Theobald: The Mystic’s Accomplice
Zoom Program  •  Tuesday, November 7 at 7 pm
Bestselling author May Miley Theobald will join us to discuss her mystery novel The Mystic’s Accomplice 
and share related artifacts. Set during Chicago’s Roaring 20s, this book skillfully combines the tantalizing 
atmosphere of a speakeasy-and-mob-filled Chicago, historical figures, and an intriguing mystery. 
You can participate from home or in-person at the library.

V I R T U A L

These events are made possible by Illinois Libraries Present, a statewide collaboration among 
public libraries offering premier events. ILP is funded in part by a grant awarded by the Illinois State 
Library, a department of the Office of Secretary of State, using funds provided by the U.S. Institute 
of Museum and Library Services, under the provisions of the Library Services and Technology Act. 

The Power of 
Story with  
Colson Whitehead
Zoom Program
Wednesday,  
September 6 at 7 pm
Join Illinois Libraries Present to meet 
two-time Pulitzer Prize winning author 
Colson Whitehead. He is the author of The 
Underground Railroad, The Nickel Boys, 
Harlem Shuffle, and his highly anticipated 
Crook Manifesto.

Join us for a viewing party at the Wood 
Dale Library or watch the live Zoom 
from home.

Chills & Thrills 
with Stephen 
Graham Jones
Zoom Program
Wednesday,  
October 4 at 7 pm
Stephen Graham Jones joins ILP to 
talk scary stories, horror and more with 
librarian Becky Spratford. Jones is the 
New York Times bestselling author of The 
Only Good Indians and Don’t Fear the 
Reaper, and a prolific author of more than 
25 books spanning genres.

Join us for a viewing party at the Wood 
Dale Library or watch the live Zoom 
from home.

Food, Family  
& Folktales:  
A Conversation  
with Grace Lin
Zoom Program
Tuesday,  
October 17 at 7 pm
Children's book author and illustrator Grace 
Lin discusses food, family, and folktales, 
along with a drawing demonstration. Her 
latest middle grade book, Chinese Menu: 
The History, Myths, and Legends Behind 
Your Favorite Foods, is a beautifully 
written full-color book that explores the 
whimsical myths and stories behind your 
favorite American Chinese food.

Dr. Neil Bradbury: A Taste for Poison
In-Person Program • Tuesday, September 26 at 7 pm
Dr. Neil Bradbury, author of A Taste for Poison, explores the effects of poisons on the 
human body, and examines the motives of killers in plotting murder. Expect lethal 
umbrellas, deadly cocktails and killer curries in this unique combination of science, true 
crime and murder mystery.

I N - P E R S O N

For 
kids & 

families!



www.wooddalelibrary.org

WOOD DALE PUBLIC LIBRARY

30

You have access to online library resources 
at home! Embark on a search for your 
family’s history, read an e-book, or stream 
videos with the kids. These resources are 
available 24/7 on the library website with 
your Wood Dale Public Library card. Now, 
if you don’t already have a library card, 
get an online card for digital access. Go 
to www.wooddalelibrary.org and follow 
the link to Get a Library Card Online. You 
must be 13 or older to register online.

SEE WHAT YOUR

WOOD DALE LIBRARY

CARD CAN DO! Microsoft Word Basics
Zoom Program
Monday, September 25 at 7 pm
Are you new to Word? Watch as we 
demonstrate basic text formatting and 
editing, copying and pasting, inserting 
images, checking your document for 
spelling and grammar errors, and saving 
and printing in this Zoom class. You must 
be registered to receive a Zoom invitation 
by email on the day of the program.

Doing More with Microsoft Word
Zoom Program
Monday, October 23 at 7 pm
Watch as we demonstrate more advanced 
features of Word: mail merge, tables, 
text boxes, bulleted lists, columns, and 
insertion of text boxes and symbols in this 
Zoom class. You must be registered to 
receive a Zoom invitation by email on the 
day of the program.

Tech HelpTech Help
Have questions about your  
smartphone or tablet, social media, 
Microsoft Office, or accessing an 
electronic library resource? Call us to 
schedule a one-on-one appointment.

i

Reservations are necessary 
for Computer Classes. Basic 
computer skills recommended.

ADULT COMPUTER 
CLASSES   

Check out these new electronic resources for entertainment and 
homework help as you head into the new school year! 

New Electronic Resources!

Readers can have unlimited, 
simultaneous access to thousands 
of digital comics, graphic novels, 

and manga from a variety of library-
friendly publishers. 

Web-based educational software where kids 
will learn computer coding through a series of 
tutorials and projects. Work towards building 

websites, video games, apps, animations and 
more. For Kids Ages 8-18

A a digital platform providing access to 
hundreds of engaging, high-quality, bite-
sized videos that teach kids the basics of 

different sports and activities. The database is 
comprised of athlete-led instructional videos 

designed by top physical educators. 

LOTE4Kids (Languages Other Than 
English) offers hundreds of animated 
stories in various languages. Listen 
to and read along with over 1,000 

stories in more than 50 languages as 
well as English.

Questions?  
Give us a call at (630) 766-6762 or email us at contact@wooddalelibrary.org.



www.wooddalelibrary.org

WOOD DALE PUBLIC LIBRARY

31

TODDLER TIME Ages 0-4 years w/adult
Wednesdays, September 20, 27,  
October 4, 11, 18, 25 • 10:30-10:50 am
Join us for this fun pre-reader storytime 
including books, songs, and activities. 

TODDLER TIME REPEAT  
Ages 0-4 years w/adult
Thursdays, September 21, 28, October 
5, 12, 19, 26 • 10:30-10:50 am
Join us for this fun pre-reader storytime 
including books, songs, and activities. 
Can’t attend on Wednesday? Join us for 
the same program on  
Thursday mornings!

Early literacy is important for families who want to help 
their children get ready to learn in Kindergarten. Wood 
Dale Library wants to help with this vital family project. 
This program is designed for children from birth to their 
first day of kindergarten. We invite families to spend 
time together outside the Library fostering a love of 
reading while gaining the valuable pre-literacy skills 
that are so essential to reading success. Register and 
receive your first reading packet, including your first 
100-book log. We have paper logs or you can log on to 
Beanstack, our online reading program app. 

1000 Books Before Kindergarten

Please register for all of these programs on the Library’s program calendar at 
www.wooddalelibrary.org. When you register, please include an email address. 

YOUTH SERVICES EVENTS

Family  
Night! 
Ages 5-11 years w/adult 
Stop in any time between 7-8 pm 
for Family Night. You are welcome 
to stay as long or as little as you 
would like. Registration is required.

FAMILY STEAM NIGHT: 
ENGINEERING 
Tuesday, October 3 • 7-8 pm
Build structures with various 
materials. Design and test your 
structure and make improvements!

BOOKWORMS STORYTIME Ages 3-7 years 
Thursdays, September 21, 28,  
October 5, 12, 19, 26 • 4:15-4:45 pm
Join us for this interactive literature 
based storytime. We will read 
books, enjoy puppets, songs, 
activities 
and more. 

POLISH STORYTIME Ages 3-7 years
Tuesdays, September 12 &  
October 10 • 6-6:30 pm
Enjoy this fun storytime in Polish. 

LET’S LEARN SPANISH STORYTIME  
Ages 3-7 years
Tuesday, September 19 &  
October 3 • 6-6:30 pm
Have fun and learn Spanish 
through stories, songs, and 
games. This storytime is 
presented in English and 
Spanish, beginners are 
welcome.

Early Learning
Storytimes introduce little ones to new words and skills. Children learn about everyday tasks and basic concepts, like shapes and 
colors, while learning motor, listening, and socialization skills. Storytimes are not only educational; they’re fun, including songs, 
movement, fingerplays, and other activities. Begin your child’s early literacy education today by enjoying free, Librarian-led, storytimes.

FRIDAY FUN-DAY Ages 3 years & up
Fridays September 1, 8, 15, 22, 29,  
October 6, 13, 20 & 27 • 11 am-4:30 pm
Join us for an informal play time. Explore 
our new early education play stations. Drop 
in anytime between 11-4:30 for this self-
guided, free-play day. 

PETE THE CAT PARTY Ages 4-8 years
Monday, September 25 • 4:30-5:15 pm
Do you like reading and singing along with 
Pete the Cat? We do too! Join us for crafts 
and activities based on the Pete the Cat 
books.

TINY TOT PLAYTIME  
Ages 1-4 years w/adult
Tuesdays, September 26 &  

October 17 • 6-6:30 pm
Come explore some of the library’s 
new toys and make some new friends. 
A parent must stay with their child 
to supervise play. Registration is 
required. 



500 Books Before Junior High is for children 
in kindergarten to 5th grade. It continues to 
encourage children to be read to as well as to 
read independently. We want children to choose 
books that will engage them, inform them, and be 
fun to read so that reading becomes an enjoyable 
daily activity. You can repeat books! Read fiction, 
graphic novels, and non-fiction – READ BOOKS 
YOU ENJOY! Sharing books and encouraging 
reading time will help them develop a love of 
reading and learning that will last a lifetime. 

Pick up a paper bookmark log or use our Beanstack app to record every 50 books read. You can 
choose a paperback book to keep for every 50 books your read. Remember, children have six 
years to complete this program. 

www.wooddalelibrary.orgwww.wooddalelibrary.org
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SPANISH FUN & GAMES Ages 5-11 years 
Tuesdays, September 26 & October 17 
7-7:30 pm
Learn Spanish colors, numbers and more 
while playing fun games. This program 
is presented in English and Spanish, 
beginners are welcome. 

GAME DAY Ages 5-12 years
Monday, October 9  
11 am-12 pm
Join us to play the card game, UNO!

DROP-IN ROBOT DAY Ages 5-12 years
Monday, October 9 • 2-4 pm
Stop in any time between 2-4 pm to try 

out our robots! You are 
welcome to stay as long 
or as little as you want. 
Registration is required. 

Teens Ages 11-18 years

Are you looking for a new author or series?  
Request a kids’ or teen Book Bundle.  Fill 
out the form on our web page under Kids’ 
Zone.  Let us know the child’s age, 
reading level, and genre the child would 
like to read and how many items you 
would like. We will put together a 
bundle of books, along with a few 
surprises, and leave 
them to be picked 
up at the Public 
Services Desk.

Book Bundles

STEAM LAB: HALLOWEEN SPECIAL
Ages 7-11 years
Wednesday, October 18 • 4:30-5:15 pm
Join us for Halloween experiments in this 
special STEAM Lab!

STEAM TOTS: HALLOWEEN FUN
Ages 2-5 years w/adult
Monday, October 23 • 11-11:30 am
Let’s learn and play with STEAM! In 
each session we will explore different 
topics that relate to science, technology, 
engineering, art or math geared toward the 
younger ones. Messy clothes are strongly 
recommended!

HALLOWEEN BOO BASH Ages 4-8 yrs 
Monday, October 30 • 4:30-5:15 pm
Calling all monsters and ghouls! Come and 
enjoy some spooky games and activities to 
celebrate Halloween. Costumes are optional!

MYSTERY IN THE LIBRARY

Join your classmates for an after hours 
mystery! While you walk alone through the 
closed and darkened library, you hear a 
scream! There has been a crime in the library! 
Heart pounding, you head to safety to begin 
the investigation to solve the mystery.

WACKY WEDNESDAYS 
Wednesday, September 13, 27,  
October 11 & 25 • 2:30-4 pm 
Enjoy a craft or activity with your friends on 
early dismissal Wednesdays. We will make 
back to school crafts, shrinky dinks and more!

TEEN RESIN CRAFTS
Tuesday, September 19  
6:30-7:30 pm 
Learn how to make resin journals and pens 
to use in the new school year!

TEEN FALL PAINTING
Tuesday, October 10 • 3-4 pm 
Join us to make a beautiful fall painting.

UNOUNOUNOUNOUNOUNOUNOUNOUNOUNOUNOUNOUNOUNOUNOUNOUNOUNOUNOUNO

4TH GRADE 5TH GRADE JR. HIGH

October 6 October 13 October 20
6-8:45 pm 6-8:45 pm 6-8:45 pm
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The Community Newsletter is printed on 
environmentally recyclable paper and 
published six times a year.

Please recycle.

Managing Editor – Janelle Silva
marketing@wooddale.com
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