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The Wood Dale Public Library District is delighted to announce the new Executive 
Director, Christopher Renkosiak, who joined the Library on March 20, 2023. Mr. 
Renkosiak holds a Master of Library and Information Science degree from the 
University of Tennessee and an undergraduate degree in Art, Media, and Design 
from DePaul University.

As the Deputy Director of the Lincolnwood, IL, Public Library, Mr. Renkosiak has years 
of experience with strategic planning, community engagement, and the development 
of community relations. He has served as a Trustee and Co-Manager of the Illinois 
Library Association Marketing Forum and he has been a speaker/presenter at 
conferences of the Illinois Library Association. His work has received awards from 
the American Library Association and the Illinois Library Association. 

The Board of Library Trustees 
selected Mr. Renkosiak after 
a five-month-long search. He 
has met the library staff and 
he is eager to assume his new 
responsibilities with the Wood 
Dale Public Library District.

Yvonne Bergendorf retired from her position as Library Director in 
October. She served as Library Director for 19 years and was instrumental 
in developing innovative library services and positioning the library as a 
cornerstone of the community. Over the past 3 years, she administered 
a major renovation and addition to the library, insuring its continued 
leadership role within the Illinois Library Community.

Throughout her career, Yvonne was recognized as an innovative, talented, 
and respected leader in the library community. She served on the Illinois State Library Advisory Council, and she was a speaker 
at state and national library conferences. Years before there was a World Wide Web, Yvonne was instrumental in developing 
user-friendly email and internet service to libraries throughout central Illinois. Above all else, she was committed to the provision of 
free, equitable access to information. She eliminated fines at the Wood Dale Library years before other libraries followed, and she 
developed a single point-of-service model that continues to be replicated in other forward-thinking libraries. She had a leadership 
role in the development of automated service throughout the DuPage Library System, and she worked closely with Wood Dale 
schools to enhance service to students.

The Staff and Board of Library Trustees thank Director Bergendorf for her leadership, perseverance, innovation, and commitment. 
We wish her every success in her future endeavors.

Wood Dale Public Library Welcomes 
New Library Director and Bids 

Farewell to Former Director

This summer, get ready, get set, go 
to the library, and sign up for the 
Summer Reading Challenge and  

earn exciting prizes!

See page 30 for more information.

Summer ReadingSummer Reading
for Adults, Teens & Kids

JUNE 1 – AUGUST 31



Grow a garden with WDPL! Starting May 1st, gardeners 
can select up to 10 free packets from our collection of herb, 
vegetable, and flower seeds. Browse the seed catalog in the 
library or on our website and place an order for your favorites, 
then pick up your custom package once it’s ready. 
After your heirloom garden blooms, please 
consider donating extra produce and saving 
seeds to share with other members of our 
community. Limit 1 package of each variety 
per person.

Plant Swap
In-Person Program • Saturday, May 6 from 1-3 pm
Join us for an outdoor event on the Library’s patio. This is the perfect 
opportunity to divide your plants, bring home something new, and 
share tips with other plant lovers! An Illinois Master Gardener will be 
available to answer your questions. 

Bargain Gardens 
In-Person Program • Thursday, May 11 at 7 pm 
An Illinois Master Gardener will teach you how to create a beautiful 
garden on a budget. 

Take & Make Craft: Herb Planter
Online Program • Monday, May 15 
Make an adorable farmhouse-style planter perfect for your newly 
sprouted flowers or herbs. Pick up your craft kits, then follow along 
at home with the YouTube video or instructions given.

Take & Plant: D.I.Y. Herbes de Provence 
Online Program • Monday, May 15 
Grow your own Herbes de Provence blend, a delightful spice used 
in many dishes originating from the south of France. Bon Appétit!

Container Garden
Tuesday, May 23 at 7 pm (Class 1)
Friday, June 2 at 7 pm (Class 2)
Celebrate the upcoming planting season with Peggy Garvin of Garvin 
Gardens as she shows you how to create a beautiful container 
garden for your patio or porch. Peggy will guide you in the basics of 
floral arrangement and provide the supplies. The cost is $20. 

Vegetable Gardening in Raised Beds 
In-Person Program • Thursday, May 25 at 7 pm
An Illinois Master Gardener shares tips and tricks for growing 
delicious vegetables in raised garden beds.

In the Garden

ADULT WORKSHOPS & EVENTSADULT WORKSHOPS & EVENTS
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Registration is strongly encouraged for all Library programs 
unless otherwise noted. Register by going to our website, 
www.wooddalelibrary.org/events calling 630-766-6762.
All library programs are of no charge unless otherwise 
noted with this symbol: 

SEED LIBRARYSEED LIBRARY Opens May 1
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Ceramics 101: Spring Bunny
In-Person Program • Friday, May 19 at 7 pm
Paint a ceramic bunny to decorate your home  
this spring. The cost is $40 or $46 with lights. 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
In-Person Program • Thursday, May 25, 1-6 pm
Did you know one blood donation can potentially save up to 
three lives? Come join us and the Red Cross in making a 
difference and donating your blood! You must register by 
going to the Red Cross website at www.redcrossblood.org 
and use the sponsor code: WoodDaleLibrary. +

Vegetarian Sushi for Beginners 
In-Person Program • Monday, June 12 at 7 pm 

Learn how to make easy sushi using summer 
vegetables and fruit in this fun class. Chef 
Alex, who specializes in Asian cuisine, will 
demonstrate how to make Cucumber & 
Avocado Rolls, Pineapple & Mango Rolls, and 

Japanese Chili sauce. Samples and recipes 
provided. Registration is required.

Take & Bake: Pineapple 
Upside Down Cake
Online Program • Monday, June 19
This All-American cake is simple to 
make and perfect for any summer party. 
Come in to pick up a bag with supplies 
(just add eggs and milk), then follow 
along with our YouTube video or by using the provided recipe. 
Please register. One per family.

Crafting Herbal Mocktails
In-Person Program
Thursday, June 22 at 7 pm
Join Marcy of Backyard Patch Herbs for a 
masterclass on making simple syrups and 
herb extractions to craft a variety of delicious 
alcohol-free mocktails. Sampling included. 
Registration is required.
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Gilead  
by Marilynn Robinson
In-Person Program
Tuesday, May 16  
at 7 pm
Aging Congregational 
minister John Ames looks back on his life 
and his relationships with his father, son, 
and best friend in small-town Iowa.

Gus & Georgia's 
Book Club

Wish You Were Here 
by Jodi Picoult
In-Person Program
Wednesday, May 17  
at 7 pm at Target 
Starbucks, 401 W 
Irving Park Rd.
When Diana O'Toole finds herself 
quarantined during her dream vacation in 
the Galapagos, she is forced to reevaluate 
herself and her life after she makes a 
connection with a local family.

Honor  
by Thrity Umrigar
In-Person Program
Wednesday, June 21  
at 7 pm at Target 
Starbucks, 401 W 
Irving Park Rd.
In this riveting and 
immersive novel, 
bestselling author 
Thrity Umrigar tells the story of two 
couples and the sometimes dangerous and 
heartbreaking challenges of love across a 
cultural divide.

Book Club  
Express

The Greatest  
Beer Run Ever  
by John Donohue
In-Person Program
Wednesday, June 28 
at 7 pm
This wildly entertaining, feel-good memoir 
tells the story of an Irish American New 
Yorker and former US marine who 
embarked on a courageous, harebrained 
scheme to deliver beer to his pals serving 
in Vietnam in the late 1960s.

History Pages 
Book Discussion

Triptych  
by Karin Slaughter 
In-Person Program
Tuesday, June 6  
at 7 pm
In this suspenseful 
novel, veteran detective Michael 
Ormewood, beautiful vice cop Angie 
Polaski, and a feckless ex-con are on a 
mission to solve a brutal murder.

Mystery Lovers’  
Book Club

BOOK CLUBSBOOK CLUBS

WOOD DALE PUBLIC LIBRARY

Join one of our book clubs and meet in person to talk about books! We have a variety of different clubs for all types of readers. 
Electronic versions of books may be available for download on the library apps Hoopla, Libby, or Axis 360, or pick up a print 
copy at the Book Club Kiosk. Register by calling 630-766-6762 or go to our website, www.wooddalelibrary.org/events.
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Adult 
Computer 
Classes 
Reservations are necessary for  
Computer Classes. Basic computer  
skills recommended.

Microsoft Word Basics
Zoom Program
Monday, May 22 at 7 pm
Are you new to Word? Watch as we 
demonstrate basic text formatting and 
editing, copying and pasting, inserting 
images, checking your document 
for spelling and grammar errors, 
and saving and printing in this Zoom 
class. You must be registered to 
receive a Zoom invitation by email on 
the day of the program..

Doing More with  
Microsoft Word
Zoom Program
Monday, June 26 at 7 pm
Watch as we demonstrate more 
advanced features of Word: mail 
merge, tables, text boxes, bulleted 
lists, columns, and insertion of text 
boxes and symbols in this Zoom 
class. You must be registered to 
receive a Zoom invitation by email 
on the day of the program.

Tech Help
Have questions about your  
smartphone or tablet, social media, 
Microsoft Office, or accessing an 
electronic library resource? Call us to 
schedule a one-on-one appointment.

i

Żadnych Bogów, 
Żadnych Panów by Grzegorz Dziedzic
In-Person Program • Tuesday, June 20 at 
7 pm at the Art Gallery Kafé, 127 Front St.
Author Gregorz Dziedzic will be at the Art 
Gallery Kafé to discuss his book in the 
Polish language.
Autor Grzegorz Dziedzic będzie w Art 
Gallery Kafé aby porozmawiać o jego 
książce, w języku polskim.

Klub Książki 
i Spotkanie 
Autorskie — 
Polish Book  
Discussion & 
Author Visit
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AUTHOR VISITSAUTHOR VISITS
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Join the Library for author events! You must be registered for each program to participate. E-book and e-audiobook copies 
of the authors’ books are available on Hoopla, Axis360, or Libby. Print books are available at the Library. Please place holds, 
call, or e-mail the Library to reserve your copies. Everyone is welcome, including those who have not read the book yet!

IN-PERSON PROGRAMS 
At the Library unless noted.

Grzegorz Dziedzic: 
Żadnych Bogów, 
Żadnych Panów
Klub Książki i Spotkanie 
Autorskie — Polish Book 
Discussion & Author Visit
Tuesday, June 20 at 7 pm at the Art 
Gallery Kafé, 127 Front St.
Author Gregorz Dziedzic will be at the 
Art Gallery Kafé to discuss his book in 
the Polish language. 
Autor Grzegorz Dziedzic będzie w Art 
Gallery Kafé aby porozmawiać o jego 
książce, w języku polskim.

Cynthia Clampitt:
Destination Heartland 
Thursday, May 18 at 7 pm
Author Cynthia Clampitt will discuss her 
book Destination Heartland: A Guide to 
Discovering the Midwest's Remarkable 
Past. Hear tales of the Midwest, and 
“visit” the museums, living-history 
venues, archaeological sites, historic 
towns, vintage farms, reenactments, 
and even restaurants that make the 
Midwest’s past accessible—and fun.

ZOOM PROGRAMS
These events are made possible by Illinois Libraries 
Present, a statewide collaboration among public 
libraries offering high-quality events.

Drawing Comics with  
Jarrett J. Krosoczka  
Saturday, May 6 at 10 am
Celebrate Free Comic Book Day with New York Times 
bestselling author and illustrator, Jarrett J. Krosoczka. 
Perfect for the entire family, this live, virtual drawing 

workshop is sure to inspire the inner artist in everyone!

Navigate Your Stars:  
A Conversation with  
Jesmyn Ward 
Tuesday, June 6 at 7 pm 
Join Illinois Libraries Present for an evening with 

two-time National Book Award winner Jesmyn Ward as she discusses life, her 
literary vision, and her unique perspective on life, love, and loss. She is the critically 
acclaimed author of fiction, nonfiction, and memoir, including bestselling Sing, 
Unburied, Sing, Salvage the Bones, and the memoir Men We Reaped.

Braiding Sweetgrass: 
A Conversation with  
Robin Wall Kimmerer 
Wednesday, June 21 at 7 pm 
Robin Wall Kimmerer, the award-winning author of 
Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific 

Knowledge, and the Teachings of Plants will discuss her experiences as a botanist, 
indigenous science professor, and environmental advocate. 
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On Being Fabulous with 
Jonathan Van Ness and  
Kristi Yamaguchi 
Wednesday, May 17 at 7 pm 
Queer Eye and Getting Curious star and ice skating 
superfan, Jonathan Van Ness talks with his idol, 

Olympic Gold Medalist Kristi Yamaguchi. They’ll chat figure skating, fabulous style, 
and whatever else comes up! With Jonathan, you never quite know what he’ll say 
next, but his unfiltered takes are always as interesting as they are hilarious.
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Summer ReadingSummer Reading
June 1 – August 31

KIDS
Get ready, get set, go to the Wood Dale Public 
Library, and sign up for the Find Your Voice! 
Summer Reading Challenge to earn exciting prizes! 
Keep track of your reading for the Youth Summer 
Reading Challenge by logging minutes online or using 
a paper log. Each reader will receive a ball & chain 
necklace or keyring, one brag tag, and one paperback 
book for their first five hours of reading. Continue 
to earn one brag tag and one more book for each 
additional five hours of reading.

TEENS
Teens can choose to participate in either the adult or the youth reading challenge. 

ADULTS
This summer, we challenge our adult patrons to log at least 20 items by keeping 
track of books, audiobooks, or magazines read, DVDs watched, programs attended, 
or Library of Things items borrowed. Receive a sign-up prize after registration, a 
small gift for logging 10 items, and a gift certificate to a Wood Dale restaurant, made 
possible through a donation from Itasca Bank & Trust Co., for logging 20 items. Keep 
reading after 20 items to be eligible for a grand prize drawing ticket for every ten 
additional items or programs attended. Thank you to Itasca Bank & Trust Co. for sponsoring this program. 

Sign up today by visiting our website, visiting the Library, or calling 630-766-6762. You can even download 
the Beanstack Tracker app from the App Store or Google Play to make it even easier to track your reading 
on the go.

Sunday,
July 30 
1-5 pm

In partnership with the City of Wood 
Dale, the library will offer an exciting 
opportunity for participants 18 years old 
and under to earn a free wristband to the 
Prairie Fest carnival on Sunday, July 30, 1-5 
pm. For patrons who have completed 15 hours of reading, 
certificates for a free Prairie Fest carnival wristband will 
be available at the Library starting July 3, while supplies 
last. Certificates are considered currency and can be 
redeemed at Prairie Fest on Sunday, July 30 only. Thank 
you to Wood Dale Bank and Trust, a Wintrust Community 
Bank for sponsoring this program.



Early literacy is important for families who 
want to help their children get ready to 

learn in kindergarten. Wood Dale Public Library wants to help with this vital family project. This program 
is designed for children from birth to their first day of kindergarten. We invite families to spend time 
together outside the Library fostering a love of reading while gaining the valuable pre-literacy skills that 
are so essential to reading success. Register and receive your first reading packet, including your first 
100-book log. We have paper logs or you can log on to Beanstack, our online reading program app.

www.wooddalelibrary.org
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Early Learning
Storytimes introduce little ones to new words and 
skills. Children learn about everyday tasks and 
basic concepts, like shapes and colors, while 
learning motor, listening, and socialization skills. 
Storytimes are not only educational; they’re fun, 
including songs, movement, fingerplays, and 
other activities. Begin your child’s early literacy 
education today by enjoying free, Librarian-led, 
storytimes.

TODDLER TIME Ages 0-4 years w/adult
Wednesdays, June 14, 21 & 28, 10:30-10:50 am
Join us for this fun pre-reader storytime 
including books, songs, and activities. 

TODDLER TIME REPEAT  
Ages 0-4 years w/adult
Thursdays, June 15, 22 & 29, 10:30-10:50 am
Join us for this fun pre-reader storytime 
including books, songs, and activities. Can’t 
attend on Wednesday? Join us for the same 
program on Thursday mornings!

FAMILY STORYTIME Ages 3-7 years 
Tuesdays, June 13, 20 & 27, 11-11:30 am
Join us for this interactive, literature-based, 
storytime. We will read books, enjoy puppets, 
songs, activities, and more. 

POLISH STORYTIME Ages 3-7 years
Tuesdays May 9 & June 13, 6-6:30 pm
Enjoy this fun storytime in Polish. 

FRIDAY FUN-DAY Ages 3 years & up
Fridays May 12, 19, 26, June 16, 23 & 30
11 am-4:30 pm
Join us for an informal play time. Explore our 
new early education play stations. Drop in 
anytime between 11-4:30 for this self-guided, 
free-play day. 

Please register for all of these programs 
on the Library’s program calendar at  
www.wooddalelibrary.org. When you 
register, please include an email address.

LITTLE MAKERS: BOATS Ages 4-6 years 
Monday, June 12, 2-2:45 pm
Make boats using different types of materials. 
Then we will test them out and see if they float 
or sink.

MAD SCIENCE: BUGS Ages 6-10 years
Tuesday, June 13, 3:30-4:30 pm
Engross yourself in entomology! Update your 
insect anatomy know-how while you inspect 
authentic insect specimens and match insects 
to their habitats. This class is creepy fun!

TINY TOT PLAYTIME Ages 1-4 years w/adult
Tuesday, May 2 & 16, 6-6:30 PM
Explore some of the library’s new toys and make 
some new friends. A caregiver must stay with their 
child to supervise play. Registration is required.

STORY WALK PLANTING DAY Ages 7-10 years 
Wednesday, May 3, 4:15-4:45 pm
Join us to read the new Story 
Walk book and help us plant 
flowers around the stations. 

STEAM TOTS  
Ages 2-5 years w/adult
Monday, May 8 & June 26, 2-2:30 pm
Let’s learn and play with STEAM! In each 
session, we will explore different topics that 
relate to science, technology, engineering, art, 
or math geared toward the younger ones. Messy 
clothes are strongly recommended!

LITTLE MAKERS: SPRING IN A JAR  
Ages 4-6 years
Monday, May 15, 4:30-5:15 pm
It’s springtime! Join us as we create mini spring 
terrariums you can take home!

STEAM LAB: COLOR-CHANGING OOBLECK 
Ages 7-11 years
Wednesday, May 17, 4:30-5:15 pm
Oobleck, is it a liquid or is it a solid? It’s both! 
Join us as we make this non-Newtonian fluid. 
Dress for the mess!

LOOM KNITTING Ages 8-18 yrs
Thursdays, June 15, 22 & 29, 2-3 pm
Learn to make a scarf or hat on a knitting loom. 
Loom knitting is a fun, entry-level, yarn craft that 
we have shared with many young crafters over 
the years. Did you learn to loom knit last year? 
Join us to make more loom-knit projects!

Family Nights!  
Ages 5-11 years w/adult 
Stop in any time between 7-8 pm  
for Family Nights. You are welcome 
to stay as long or as little as you 
would like. Registration is required.

FUN FITNESS CHALLENGE 
Tuesday, May 2
Try some active challenges as a family.

ARTS & CRAFTS NIGHT: LOOM 
CRAFTS
Tuesday, May 16
Try out some crafts using looms as 
a family. Make a bracelet, necklace, 
keychain, or a potholder.

STEAM NIGHT: MAGNETS
Tuesday, June 20
Explore and build with magnets as a 
family. 

MINUTE TO WIN IT GAMES 
Tuesday, June 27
Try out some Minute to Win It games 
as a family.

1000 Books Before Kindergarten
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DOODLE TIME! Ages 8-14 years 
Wednesday, June 14, 4-5 PM
Are you in the mood for doodling? Join us 
to make one-of-a-kind creations using our 
3Doodler pens. 

MAD SCIENCE: ENERGY BURST 
Ages 6-10 years 
Friday, June 16, 3-4 pm
Explore the energy of motion and discover the 
difference between potential and kinetic energy. 
What type of energy does a rubber band 
have? Find out in this energetic class!

STEAM LAB: SPACE Ages 7-11 years
Monday, June 19, 2-2:45 pm
Go out of this world with us as we explore 
space through different activities. 

ICE CREAM FUN & GAMES  
Ages 4-7 yrs 
Monday, June 19, 3:30-4:15 PM
Do you love ice cream? Then 
you will love these games, 
crafts, and activities all based 
on our favorite dessert. We’ll 
even learn how to make our 

own ice cream!

WACKY WEDNESDAYS 
Wednesdays, May 10 & 24, 2:30-4:30 pm
Enjoy a craft or activity with your friends on 
early dismissal Wednesdays. When you have 
finished your craft you are welcome to stay in 
the room and play board games or hang out.

MYSTERY IN THE LIBRARY with PIZZA
Incoming 6th through 8th graders
Friday, June 9, 6-8:45 pm
Join your classmates for pizza followed by a 
library mystery. While you walk alone through 
the closed and darkened library, you hear a 

scream! There has been a crime in the Library! 
Heart pounding, you head to safety to begin 
the investigation to solve the mystery.

TEEN POETRY COLLAGE CRAFT 
Wednesday, June 14, 2-3 pm 
Find your voice and make a  
mixed-media craft!

TEEN RESIN CRAFT 
Wednesday, June 21, 2-3 pm 
Make a fun resin figure for your room!

TEEN ELECTRICITY CRAFT 
Wednesday, June 28, 2-3 pm 
Learn about squishy circuits and make a 
light-up craft.

TEENS Ages 11-18 years 

Family 
Entertainment 

Nights
MAD SCIENCE – UP, 
UP AND AWAY! Family 
Age 6 & Up
Thursday, June 15, 
6:30-7:15 pm
During this event, 

experiments demonstrating  
the principles of air and pressure will 
captivate the audience. A dry-cleaning 
bag that becomes a hot air balloon, 
creating air vortexes with our vortex 
generator, and an exothermic reaction 
will leave the audience “blown” away.

MIKE MAUTHE 
Family
Thursday, June 22, 
6:30—7:15 pm
Mike is a one-man 
variety sensation 
who has pleased 
audiences for years with his arsenal of 
talents.

MAGIC OF SEAN 
MASTERSON 
Family
Thursday, June 
29, 6:30—7:15 pm
Sean Masterson’s 
family magic 
show is a blend of 

humor, whimsy, and impressive illusions. 
His magical performance is intriguing for 
the whole family.

MAD SCIENCE:  
LIVING IN SPACE
Ages 6-10 years 

Monday, June 26,  
3:30-4:30 pm

Live the life of an astronaut as 
you suit up for space flight and use 

teamwork to complete an important space mission. 

LET’S PARTY WITH 
ERIC CARLE!  
Ages 4-8 years
Tuesday, June 27, 
2-2:45 pm
Celebrate children’s 

author Eric Carle and his books with games, 
crafts, and many more fun activities!

TINY TOT PLAYTIME  
Ages 1-4 years w/adult
Tuesday, June 20 & 27, 6-6:30 pm
Explore some of the library’s new toys and 
make some new friends. A caregiver must  
stay with their child to supervise play. 
Registration is required.

ACTIVE PLAY  
Ages 5-10 years
Tuesday, June 20, 1-2 pm
Have fun playing challenging group games and 
doing parachute activities.
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The Community Newsletter is printed on 
environmentally recyclable paper and 
published six times a year.

Please recycle.

Managing Editor – Janelle Silva
marketing@wooddale.com


