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National Library  
Week 2023:  
There's More  
to the Story
Celebrate National Library Week with 
the Library! Stop by during the week of 
April 24-29 to check out an item, attend a 
program, or sign up for a library card and 
be entered into a drawing for a $20 Target 
gift card – one for adults and one for kids.

April 23-29 is National Library Week, 
an annual celebration highlighting the 
valuable role libraries, librarians, and library workers play in transforming communities 
and improving lives. The theme of this year, “There’s More to the Story,” emphasizes 
that libraries are so much more than books. Our Library of Things lends items like 
museum passes, hot spots, cooking gadgets, and electronic items. Programs such 
as book clubs, crafting classes, author visits, STEAM classes, and Battle of Books 
bring the community together and provide valuable educational opportunities. Thank 
you for supporting us as we keep adding to our story!

Chromebooks for loan to the students. See 
page 32 for details about the upcoming 
coding classes.
Currently, the library is purchasing furniture, 
play equipment, and library check-out 
materials to enhance the early learning 
program thanks to a federal grant ($225,000) 
secured by Representative Krishnamoorthi. 
Stay tuned as this grant project progresses.
Grants allow the library to offer unique 
programs and services at no additional cost to 
taxpayers. Committed to fiscal responsibility 
and to our mission, the library will continue 
to pursue grant funding at every opportunity. 

Project Next Normal, 
funded through the Institute of Library and 
Information Services ($19,815), helped the 
library create a StoryWalk® and Nature Walk 
behind the library. The grant also provided 
landscaping to enhance the walks with native 
plant beds. Visitors follow a path and stop 
at stations along the way to interact with a 
children’s story. The story changes every few 
months, so make sure to revisit often.

The library has been pursuing grant funding for projects that encourage literacy, promote 
lifelong learning, and provide a sense of community in a welcoming environment. We would 
like to highlight our most recent grant projects. One project has been completed, one will end 
at the end of this school year, and one has only just begun.

Grant Projects Bring Grant Projects Bring 
Innovative Programs and Innovative Programs and 
Services to the Library Services to the Library 

Project Next Generation 
($21,598) began in 2021 and will conclude 
at the end of this school year. Over the 
course of the federally funded project, 94 
middle schoolers had the opportunity to 
learn advanced technology skills by enrolling 
in classes to learn Scratch and Python 
computer coding. In small groups, students 
attended class for 8 weeks, one hour per 
week. The library was able to hire coding 
experts to teach the classes and to provide 
Chromebooks for loan to the students. 



Take & Make Craft:  
Burlap Bunny
Online Program  
March 20
Learn to make an easy 
burlap bunny hanging. 
Pick up your craft kits, then 

follow along at home with the YouTube video 
or instructions given.

Cuisine Quest: South &  
Central America
In-Person Program
Monday, March 20 at 7 pm
Join Brian Michalski on his search for 
the most delectable dishes that Peru, 
Argentina, Brazil, Nicaragua, and other 
South and Central American countries have 
to offer. Attendees will learn about specialty 
dishes while receiving recipes, resources, 
and restaurant recommendations so that 
they can learn, cook, and dine globally at 
the local level. Registration is required. 

Wire-Wrapped Ring Workshop
In-Person Program
Friday, March 24 at 7 pm
Friday, April 28 at 7 pm
Discover the art of crafting 
wire-wrapped jewelry. Wired Lotus guides 
you in making your own unique wire-wrapped 
beaded ring. Registration begins Wednesday, 
March 1 at 10 am. The cost is $5. 

History of Chicagoland in Maps
In-Person Program
Sunday, March 26 at 2 pm
Join Donald and Tanya Smith, of Greeley-
Howard-Norlin-Smith Surveyors, as they 
discuss many interesting topics in the 
history of land surveying, including the 
construction of piers in downtown Chicago 
and the reversal of the Chicago River. They 
will bring antique and vintage maps, plats, 
and atlases from their unique historical 
archive. This event is sponsored by the 
Wood Dale Historical Society.

www.wooddalelibrary.org
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95th Academy Awards Contest
Calling all movie fans! Join us in a contest to predict the winners of the 95th 

Academy Awards on Sunday, March 12 to earn a $25 Marcus movie package. 
Four individuals (2 adults and 2 teens) who guess the most winners correctly will 
win. Forms are available on the Library website or at the Public Services Desk 

and must be turned in by Saturday, March 4 at 5 pm. You must be age 11+ 
and can only enter the contest once. Good luck!

Red Cross Blood Drive 
In-Person Program 
Thursday, March 30, 1-6 pm
Did you know one blood donation can 
potentially save up to three lives? 
Come join us and the Red Cross in 
making a difference and donate your 
blood! You must register by going 
to the Red Cross website at www.
redcrossblood.org and use the 
sponsor code: WoodDaleLibrary. +

Basket Cake Decorating
In-Person Program
Monday, April 3 at 7 pm
Learn how to decorate basket cake, a 
wonderfully sweet addition to your spring 
table. Pastry chef Frannie Hargadon will 
guide you through the process and share 
helpful tips. All supplies for a small cake will 
be provided. Registration is required and 
starts March 1. 

Spring Flower Arrangement
In-Person Program
Tuesday, April 4 at 7 pm
Welcome spring with a 
colorful arrangement of 
flowers. Peggy Garvin will 
guide you in the basics 
of floral arrangement and 
provide the supplies. The 

cost is $20. Registration starts on March 1 
at 10 am. 

Take & Bake: Mexican 
Wedding Cookies
Online Program
Monday, April 17
Learn to make Mexican 
Wedding Cookies - buttery, 

nutty delights. While they 
are served in Mexico mostly 
at weddings, they are enjoyed in the US 
at any celebration. Come in to pick up a 
bag with supplies then follow along with 
our YouTube video or make on your own 

with the provided recipe. A nut-free option 
is available. One per family.

Cooking with Chef Dave:  
Cinco de Mayo
In-Person Program
Thursday, April 20 at 7 pm
Join Chef Dave Esau as he demonstrates 
easy Mexican dishes that are perfect 
for your Cinco de Mayo celebration and 
beyond. Samples and recipes will be 
provided. Registration is required. 

Mother’s 
Day Teacup 

Arrangement
In-Person Program • 
Friday, May 5 at 7 pm
Create a beautiful flower 

arrangement to decorate your home for 
Mother’s Day. Peggy Garvin will guide 
you in the basics of floral arrangement 
and provide the supplies. The cost is $20. 
Registration starts on March 1 at 10 am. 

Registration is strongly encouraged for all Library programs unless otherwise noted. Register by calling 630-766-6762 or go 
to our website, www.wooddalelibrary.org/events. Programs may be modified, rescheduled, or canceled. We will be reaching out to 
registrants if changes are necessary. Please visit the Library website or call us at 630-766-6762 for up-to-date program information. 

All library programs are of no charge unless otherwise noted with this symbol: 
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Little Women  
by Louisa May Alcott
Tuesday, March 21  
at 7 pm
Join us for a discussion 
of Louisa May Alcott's 
classic. This timeless novel about family 
devotion and high aspirations is a great 
read for everyone. Pick up a copy at the 
Library Book Club Kiosk.

Gus & Georgia's 
Book Club

The Thursday Night 
Murder Club by 
Richard Osman
In-Person Program
Wednesday, March 15 
at 7 pm
at Target Starbucks, 401 W Irving Park Rd.
When a brutal killing takes place in a 
peaceful retirement village, four elderly 
residents find themselves in the middle of 
their first murder case.

The Things We Cannot 
Say by Kelly Rimmer
In-Person Program
Wednesday,  
April 19 at 7 pm
at U Gazdy Polish 
Restaurant, 270 W 
Irving Park Rd.
This powerful novel 
follows a woman’s 
urgent search for answers to a family 
mystery that uncovers truths about herself 
that she never expected.

Book Club  
Express

River of the Gods  
by Candice Millard
In-Person Program
Wednesday, April 26 
at 7 pm
This story of courage 
and adventure brings to life the rivalry 
between two enemies - a decorated soldier 
and a young aristocratic officer - as they set 
out to find the mysterious headwaters of 
the Nile River.

History Pages 
Book Discussion

The Windsor Knot  
by S.J. Bennett 
In-Person Program
Tuesday, April 4  
at 7 pm
This highly original and 
clever mystery features Queen Elizabeth 
II as an amateur detective who solves 
crimes in secret and behind the scenes, in 
between her royal duties.

Mystery Lovers’  
Book Club

BOOK CLUBSBOOK CLUBS

WOOD DALE PUBLIC LIBRARY

Join one of our book clubs and meet in person to talk about books! We have a variety of different clubs for all types of readers. 
Electronic versions of books may be available for download on the library apps Hoopla, Libby, or Axis 360, or pick up a print 
copy at the Book Club Kiosk. Register by calling 630-766-6762 or go to our website, www.wooddalelibrary.org/events.

Dżentelmen w 
Moskwie by  
Amor Towles
In-Person Program
Tuesday, April 18 
at 7 pm at the Art 
Gallery Kafé,  
127 Front St.
Books will be read and discussed in the 
Polish language. Copies of books are 
available at the Wood Dale Public Library. 

Klub Książki — Polish  
Book Discussion
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There is still time to join our 2023 Winter Reading Challenge!
For the Winter Reading program, we challenge our patrons to log at least 20 items 
from January 1st to March 31st and keep track on our Beanstack site or app. The 
more you read, listen to an audiobook or attend a library program, the more prizes 
you will earn. 
Receive a sign-up prize for joining, a halfway prize at 10 items, and a gift certificate 
for a select local restaurant after logging 20 items, made possible with a donation 
from Itasca Bank and Trust. Every additional 10 items earns a raffle ticket for a 
Grand Prize at the end of the program.
Sign up today by visiting our website, coming to the Public Services Desk, or calling 
630-766-6762. Happy reading!
We’re excited to announce we are using a new interactive website, Beanstack, 
which makes it fun and easy to add titles. Sign up on our website by clicking on the 
Winter Reading Challenge link, or download the Beanstack Tracker app from the 
App Store or Google Play to make it even easier to track your reading on the go.



Attendance at a Wood Dale Public Library program or event 
constitutes consent to be photographed or videotaped for possible 

use on our website, or in other promotional material. If you do not wish your image to be 
published, please notify a member of the library staff before the program begins.

www.wooddalelibrary.org

AUTHOR VISITSAUTHOR VISITS
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Join the Library for author events! You must be registered for each program to participate. E-book and e-audiobook copies 
of the authors’ books are available on Hoopla, Axis360, or Libby. Print books are available at the Library. Please place holds, 
call, or e-mail the Library to reserve your copies. Everyone is welcome, including those who have not read the book yet! 

ZOOM PROGRAMS 
You can participate from home  

or at the Library.

Mark Sullivan  
Tuesday, March 28 at 7 pm
Bestselling author Mark Sullivan will 
join us virtually for a discussion of The 
Last Green Valley. This biographical 
novel follows the Martels, a family of 
German heritage living on a farm in 
Ukraine. When Stalin's forces attack 
this country in 1944, they reluctantly 
follow the Nazis they despise to 
escape from the Soviets and search 
for freedom. 

Joanna 
Schaffhausen  
Tuesday, March 7 at 7 pm
Award-winning author Joanna 
Schaffhausen will join us virtually for a 
discussion of her book Gone for Good. 
In this suspenseful mystery, Chicago 
detective Annalisa Vega is on a search 
for a serial killer who has evaded the 
police for twenty years.

ZOOM PROGRAMS
These events are made possible by 
Illinois Libraries Present, a statewide 
collaboration among public libraries 
offering high-quality events.

The Weird & Wonderful World 
with Mary Roach  
Wednesday, March 1 at 7 pm
Experience an entertaining and hilarious evening with New York 
Times best-selling science author, Mary Roach. She will discuss 
her frank approach to science, the importance of humor, and 
explore the weird, wonderful world in which we live!

Danny Trejo Talks Tacos, 
Hollywood, and Redemption 
Tuesday, April 4 at 7 pm
Welcome Actor/Author/Restaurateur Danny Trejo, who has 
developed a prolific career in the entertainment industry with a hard-
earned and atypical road to success. From years of imprisonment 
to helping troubled youth battle addiction, to acting, producing, and 
now restaurant ventures, Trejo’s name, face, and achievements are 
well recognized in Hollywood and beyond.

Secrets of the Puzzle Master:  
An Evening with Will Shortz 
Tuesday, April 25 at 7 pm
Will Shortz, the editor of The New York Times crossword puzzle, 
and the world’s only academically accredited puzzle master, 
discusses crossword puzzles. The author/editor of more than 
500 puzzle books, Shortz is also the puzzle master for NPR’s 
Weekend Edition Sunday and the founder and director of the 
American Crossword Puzzle Tournament, held annually for more 
than 40 years. Through his championing of puzzles Will has 
earned admiring fans from all over the world.
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Smile!Smile!



See  

what your 

Wood Dale 

Library card 

can do!

You have access to online library resources at home! Embark 
on a search for your family’s history, read an e-book, or stream 
videos with the kids. These resources are available 24/7 on 
the library website with your Wood Dale Public Library card. 
Now, if you don’t already have a library card, get an online 
card for digital access. Go to www.wooddalelibrary.org and 
follow the link to Get a Library Card Online. You must be 13 

or older to register online.

Questions? Give us a call at (630) 766-6762 or email us 
at contact@wooddalelibrary.org.

www.wooddalelibrary.org

Excel Basics
Zoom Program • Monday, March 27 at 7 pm
Most business jobs require knowledge of 
Excel. Watch as we demonstrate how to 
create a basic spreadsheet, enter data, and 
practice simple calculations and formulas 
in this online class. You must be registered 
to receive a Zoom invitation by email on 
the day of the program.

Excel Formulas & Functions 
Zoom Program
Monday, April 24 at 7 pm
Watch as we demonstrate using formulas 
and functions in Excel including averages, 
minimum and maximum values, data 
analysis, and loan payment calculation in 
this online class. You must be registered to 
receive a Zoom invitation by email on the 
day of the program.

HOMEWORK HELP

WOOD DALE PUBLIC LIBRARY

Use our online resources to 
research a wide variety of 
scholarly topics, at varying 
grade levels.
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Computer & Job Skills Reservations are necessary for Computer Classes. 
Basic computer skills recommended.

Tech Help
Have questions about your 
smartphone or tablet, social media, 
Microsoft Office, or accessing an 
electronic library resource? Call us to 
schedule a one-on-one appointment.

i

Primary Search
For elementary school 
students, this resource 
includes encyclopedias 
specifically for kids, articles 
from children’s magazines 
including Highlights and 
Junior Scholastic, and a 
large image collection.

World Book for Kids
Easy-to-read articles and 
a wealth of engaging 
multimedia, games, science 
projects, interactive tools, 
and activities.

Science Reference 
Center
Supports research in 
applied sciences, biology, 
chemistry, earth and space 
science, and energy. 
Includes a database of 
high-quality science images 
from National Geographic, 
UPI, Getty, NASA, and 
Nature Picture Library. World Book Student 

A collection of resources for 
school-aged kids’ homework 
and research needs.

World Book Advanced 
For advanced research 
and information, featuring 
eBooks, articles, primary 
sources, and computer and 
Web tutorials.

Enciclopedia 
Estudiantil Hallazgos: 
Offers World Book’s 
excellent content, rich 
media, and interactive 
features in Spanish.

Point of View 
Reference Center 
Resources for students to 
understand issues, develop 
critical thinking skills, 
and develop persuasive 
arguments.
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Early Learning
Storytimes introduce little ones to new words and 
skills. Children learn about everyday tasks and 
basic concepts, like shapes and colors, while 
learning motor, listening, and socialization skills. 
Storytimes are not only educational; they’re fun; 
including songs, movement, fingerplays, and 
other activities. Begin your child’s early literacy 
education today by enjoying free, Librarian-led 
storytimes. Storytimes are currently offered in 
person at the library.

Illinois Agriculture Display: DuPage 
County Farm Bureau April 24 - May 1
Do you wonder how food gets from the farm 
to your table? Discover interesting facts about 
Illinois agriculture with an interactive display 
that encourages you to look, touch and learn! 
Remember to pick up an activity kit with a 
magazine, word search, and craft to make at 
home.

TODDLER TIME Ages 0-4 years 
Wednesdays, March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 19 & 
26, 10:30-10:50 am
Join us for this fun pre-reader storytime 
including books, songs, and activities.

TODDLER TIME REPEAT Ages 0-4 years 
Thursdays, March 23, 30, April 6, 13, 20 & 
27, 10:30-10:50 am
Join us for this fun pre-reader storytime 
including books, songs, and activities. Can’t 
attend on Wednesday? Join us for the same 
program on Thursday mornings!

FAMILY STORYTIME Ages 3-7 years
Thursdays, March 23, 30, April 6, 13, 20 & 
27, 4:15-4:45 pm
Join us for this interactive literature-based 
storytime. We will read books, and enjoy 
puppets, songs, activities, and more. 

POLISH STORYTIME Ages 3-7 years
Tuesdays March 14 & April 11, 6-6:30 pm
Enjoy this fun storytime in Polish.

Please register for all of these 
programs on the Library’s 
program calendar at www.

wooddalelibrary.org. When you register, 
please include an email address. We will 
be following CDC recommendations for 
our events.

Family Nights! Ages 5-11 years w/adult 
Stop in any time between 6-8 pm for Family Nights. You are welcome to stay as 
long or as little as you would like. Registration is required.

FAMILY ARTS AND 
CRAFTS NIGHT
Tuesday, March 28
Make spring 
crafts as a 
family. 

FAMILY NIGHT: BE KIND 
TO THE EARTH
Tuesday, April 18
Try out Earth 
Day crafts and 
activities as a 
family. 

FAMILY SPRING  
BINGO NIGHT 
Tuesday, April 25
Play spring 
BINGO as a 
family. 

LOOM KNITTING Ages 8-18 years
Tuesday, March 28, Wednesday, March 29 &  
Thursday, March 30, 2-3 pm
Learn to make a scarf or hat on a knitting loom. 
Loom knitting is a fun entry-level yarn craft that 
we have shared with many young crafters over 
the years. Did you learn to loom knit last year? 
Join us to make more loom-knit projects!

DROP-IN: ROBOT DAY Ages 5-11 years
Tuesday, April 4, 2-4 pm
Stop in any time between 2-4 pm to try out our 
robots! You are welcome to stay as long or as 
little as you want. Registration is required.

LITTLE MAKERS: BIRD EXPLORERS  
Ages 4-6 years 
Wednesday, April 5, 4:30-5:15 pm
Calling all young bird explorers! Join us as we 
learn about different birds and how they use 
their different beaks to eat and more!

GROW INTO EARTH DAY @ White Oaks 
Park District Ages 6-10 years 
Monday, April 17, 4:15-5 pm
We will have a growing storytime and plant 
seeds you can take home to grow your own 
flowers. This program is offered 
in partnership with the 
Wood Dale Park District. 
Please register through 
the park district.

STEAM LAB: COLORS  
Ages 7-11 years
Wednesday, March 1,  
4:30-5:15 pm
Have you ever wondered what 
color or colors black is made of? 
Then join us as we have fun exploring colors 
through science and art.

LITTLE MAKERS:  
SPRING ART Ages 4-6 years
Monday, March 13,  
4:30-5:15 pm
Explore colors with us as we 
create spring-inspired art that 
you can take home.

WHO-WHOOO LIKES OWLS? Ages 7-10 years 
Monday, March 27, 2-2:30 pm
Have you read the “Owl Diaries” series, or do 
you just like owls? Join us and paint your own 
ceramic owl. 

ACTIVE PLAY Ages 6-10 years
Tuesday, March 28, 11-Noon 
Warm up with Ms. Joy while playing fun and 
challenging group games and doing parachute 
activities. 

COLORING FUN Ages 5-10 years
Friday, March 31, 11 am-Noon 
Enjoy a morning of creative coloring 
and creating art with Ms. Joy. 

Early literacy is important for families who want to help their children get ready to learn in Kindergarten. 
Wood Dale Library wants to help with this vital family project. This program is designed for children from 
birth to their first day of kindergarten. We invite families to spend time together outside the Library fostering 
a love of reading while gaining the valuable pre-literacy skills that are so essential to reading success. 
Register and receive your first reading packet, including your first 100-book log. We have paper logs or 
you can log on to Beanstack, our online reading program app.

1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 
Books Before Books Before 
KindergartenKindergarten
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YOUTH SERVICES EVENTS

Games continue through March. Battle Of 
Books is a game show type of competition 
played by teams in the same grade, either 
third, fourth, or fifth. Teams are asked 
questions in which the answer is always the 
title of a book from a list of thirty books. Teams 
are awarded two points for correct titles and 
an additional point if they know the last 
name of the author of the book. Families are 
strongly encouraged to attend their reader’s 
games. Just like having a cheering section at 
a sports game, your presence encourages 
them in this literacy-based competition.

of
the

books
battle
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Are you 
looking for 

a new author or series? Request a kids’ or 
teen Book Bundle. Fill out the form on our 
web page under Kids’ Zone. Let us know the 
child’s age, reading level, and genre the child 
would like to read and how many items you 
would like. We will put together a bundle of 
books, along with a few surprises, 
and leave them to be picked up 
at the Public Services Desk.

Book Bundles

STEAM LAB: WEATHER SCIENCE  
Ages 7-11 years
Wednesday, April 19,  
4:30-5:15 pm
Let’s explore all types of weather with these 
engaging science experiments. We’ll make a 
cloud in a jar, make it rain, snow, and  
even create a tornado!

ENGINEERING THE IMPOSSIBLE:  
MAGICIAN SCOTT GREEN
In-Person Program
Thursday, May 4 at 7 pm
Go behind the scenes with with 
magician Scott Green to learn how magicians 
use science, technology, engineering, and math 
to trick audiences’ brains. You’ll see magic tricks, 
learn how they were created and why they fool 
us, and then you’ll be fooled all over again! 
Registration is required.

TEENS Ages 11-18 years 
WACKY WEDNESDAYS 
Wednesdays, March 8, 22,  
April 12 & 26, 2:30-4:30 pm
Enjoy a craft or activity with your  
friends on early dismissal Wednesdays.  
When you have finished your craft, you are 
welcome to stay in the room and play board 
games or hang out. 

TEEN AFTERNOON MYSTERY 
Friday, April 7, 2-4 pm 
Help us solve the stolen bunny mystery!

500 Books Before Junior High is for children 
in kindergarten to 5th grade. It continues to 
encourage children to be read to as well as 
to read independently. We want children to 
choose books that will engage them, inform 
them, and be fun to read so that reading 
becomes an enjoyable daily activity. You can 
repeat books! Read fiction, graphic novels, 
and non-fiction – READ BOOKS YOU 
ENJOY! Sharing books and encouraging 
reading time will help them develop a love of 
reading and learning that will last a lifetime. 

Pick up a paper bookmark log or use our 
Beanstack app to record every 50 books 
read. You can choose a paperback book 
to keep for every 50 books your read. 
Remember, children have six years to 
complete this program.

Children who attend a library program 
this week can choose a free book from 

our prize cart!

National 
Library  

Week 2023
April 24-29

There is still time to join the Winter 
Reading Challenge for kids! Earn 
badges online and earn a free 
paperback book for every five 
hours you read or listen to book. 
Teens can choose the kids’ or 
adults’ reading challenge. 
Sign up today by visiting our 
website, coming to the Public 
Services Desk, or calling  
630-766-6762. 
Sign up on our website by clicking on 
the Winter Reading Challenge link, or 
download the Beanstack Tracker app from the App Store or Google Play to make it even easier 
to track your reading on the go.

Learn to Code  
Learn coding at Your Library! Beginning 
March 20, students in Grades 4-8 can 
join our 8-week coding course. Students 
meet one hour per week from 4:30-5:30 
pm in one of the following courses:

Space is strictly limited and registration 
is required. To register, visit the library’s 
website (www.wooddalelibrary.org) 
or call the library (630-766-6762). 
Registration opens on March 1.

MONDAYS 
Scratch: Platformer 
and Maze Games 1
TUESDAYS 
Roblox: Intro to Game Development 
WEDNESDAYS 
Python: Multiplayer Games 
THURSDAYS 
Web Development: Introduction
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The Community Newsletter is printed on 
environmentally recyclable paper and 
published six times a year.

Please recycle.

Managing Editor – Janelle Silva
marketing@wooddale.com


