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Cool Reads & Sweet TreatsCool Reads & Sweet Treats
Ice Cream Social at the Library

Thursday, August 17
Gather with friends, family, and community members for an evening of Culver’s custard, 
entertainment, and a chance to meet the library’s new director, Chris Renkosiak. Don't 
miss out on this perfect blend of fun, flavors, and family-friendly entertainment at the 
Library as we celebrate the successes of summer reading! Registration is required with a 
sign-up time of either 6pm or 7pm. Please be sure to register everyone individually so we 
know how much ice cream to have on hand.



Red Cross Blood Drive 
In-Person Program • Tuesday, July 25 from 1-6 pm
Did you know one blood donation can potentially save up 
to three lives? Come join us and the Red Cross in making a 
difference and donate your blood! You must register by going to 
the Red Cross website at www.redcrossblood.org and use the 
sponsor code: WoodDaleLibrary.

+

Dangle Earring Workshop
In-Person Program • Friday, July 21 at 7 pm 
and Friday, August 18 at 7 pm
Explore the art of jewelry making with this fun 
workshop! Participants will learn how to use 
wire tools and select beautiful beads that work 
together to create a stunning dangle earring set. 
The cost is $5. 

Plant Swap  
In-Person Program  
Saturday, July 15 from 1-3 pm
Join us for an outdoor event on the Library’s patio. 
This is the perfect opportunity to divide your indoor or outdoor plants, 
bring home something new, and share tips with other plant lovers! 

Take & Make Craft: Bee Skep
Online Program • Monday, July 17 
Make a decorative bee skep to display in your 
garden or in your home. Pick up your craft kits, then 
follow along at home with the YouTube video or 
instructions given.

Cuisine Quest: Southeast  
Asia and India
In-Person Program  
Monday, July 17 at 7 pm
Tantalize your taste buds as Brian Michalski 
whisks you off to Thailand, Vietnam, 
Cambodia, India, and more on this whirlwind tour of iconic regional 
cuisine and little-known delights. Participants will receive restaurant 
recommendations, recipes, and spice samples for an easy start to 
their home cooking adventure.

Greed in the Gilded Age
In-Person Program  
Tuesday, July 18 at 7 pm
Join author and historian William Hazelgrove as he 
discusses his book Greed in the Gilded Age. Using 
quotes and firsthand reports, Hazelgrove explores 
the sensational crimes of the time in this Gatsby-
esque tale of mystery, money, and scandal. 

WOOD DALE PUBLIC LIBRARYWOOD DALE PUBLIC LIBRARY

www.wooddalelibrary.org 27

Registration is strongly encouraged for all Library programs 
unless otherwise noted. Register by calling 630-766-6762 or 
go to our website, www.wooddalelibrary.org/events.
All library programs are of no charge unless otherwise 
noted with this symbol: 

ADULT WORKSHOPS & EVENTS 

Sunflower Cake Decorating
In-Person Program  
Monday, August 7 at 7 pm
Learn to decorate a sunflower cake, a 
wonderfully sweet addition to your summer 
table. Pastry chef Frannie Hargadon will guide 
you through the process and share helpful 
decorating tips. All supplies for a small cake will 
be provided. Registration is required.

Grilling with Chef Dave
In-Person Program  
Thursday, August 10 at 7 pm
Chef Dave Esau will demonstrate 
proper and delicious grilling 
techniques. Samples and recipes 
will be provided. Registration is 
required. 
This program will take place on our 
outdoor patio.

Summertime with Library of Things

electric pressure  
washer

bike repair  
kit

karaoke  
machine

ice cream  
maker

cotton candy  
machine

acoustic  
guitar

Let the Wood Dale Public 
Library help you make this 
summer season great.

There is a 1 week check 
out and 2 renewals for  
all Things. 

Check out Things such as:



New! Morning Book Group
Remarkably Bright Creatures by Shelby 
Van Pelt
In-Person Program  
Wednesday, July 26 at 10:30 am
The Morning Book Group’s first selection 
takes the reader to the Pacific Northwest, 
where the protagonist faces the many 
decisions to be made regarding retirement 
and relocation.

The Firm by John Grisham
In-Person Program  
Wednesday, August 9 at 10:30 am
Read or re-read and discuss John Grisham’s 
first best-selling legal thriller while you wait 
for the sequel.

www.wooddalelibrary.org
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Join one of our book clubs and meet in person to talk about books! We have a 
variety of different clubs for all types of readers. Electronic versions of books 
may be available for download on the library apps Hoopla, Libby, or Axis 360, or 
pick up a print copy at the Book Club Kiosk. Register by calling 630-766-6762 or 
go to our website, www.wooddalelibrary.org/events.

BOOK CLUBS

Join the Library for author events! You must be registered for each program to participate. E-book and e-audiobook copies of 
the authors’ books are available on Hoopla, Axis360, or Libby. Print books are available at the Library. Please place holds, call, 
or e-mail the Library to reserve your copies. Everyone is welcome, including those who have not read the book yet! 

AUTHOR VISITS

VIRTUAL
Sara Ackerman: The Codebreaker’s Secret
Zoom Program • Monday, July 31 at 7 pm
Bestselling author Sara Ackerman will join us virtually from Hawaii 
to discuss The Codebreaker’s Secret. This historical novel of 
codebreaking, secrets, murder and romance, is set in both 1943 
Honolulu and 1965 Muana Kea Beach Hotel, and follows two women-
-a cryptanalyst working to defeat the Japanese Army, and a rookie 
journalist investigating the disappearance of a high-profile guest during 
the hotel's grand opening.

IN-PERSON
Greed in the Gilded Age
In-Person Program • Tuesday, July 18 at 
7 pm
Join author and historian William Hazelgrove 
as he discusses his book Greed in the 
Gilded Age. Using quotes and firsthand 
reports, Hazelgrove explores the sensational 
crimes of the time in this Gatsby-esque tale 
of mystery, money, and scandal.

History Pages Book Discussion
The Escape Artist: The Man Who Broke 
Out of Auschwitz to Warn the World by 
Jonathan Freedland
Wednesday, August 30 at 7 pm
Award-winning journalist and bestselling 
novelist Jonathan Freedland tells the 
astonishing true story of Rudolf Vrba, the 
man who broke out of Auschwitz to warn the 
world of the horrors of the camp.

Mystery Lovers’ Book Club
Murder with Peacocks by Donna Andrews
In-Person Program  
Tuesday, July 25 at 7 pm
In this quirky mystery, Meg Langslow’s hectic 
plans for three family weddings in one summer 
are made even more hectic by murder.

Klub Książki 
Polish Book Discussion 
Tuesday, August 15 at 7 pm at the Art 
Gallery Kafé
Kajś by Zbigniew Rokita
Books will be read and discussed in the 
Polish language. Copies of books are 
available at the Wood Dale Public Library. 

Kajś autorstwa Zbigniewa Rokity 
Książki będą czytane i omawiane w języku 
polskim. Kopie książek są dostępne w 
Bibliotece Publicznej Wood Dale.

Book Club Express
All the Dangerous Things by Stacy Willingham
In-Person at Target Starbucks,  
401 W Irving Park Rd.  
Wednesday, July 19 at 7 pm
After her son is kidnapped while sleeping in 
his crib, a mother agrees to be interviewed by 
a true-crime podcaster with ulterior motives.

Fifth Avenue Glamour Girl by Renée Rosen
In-Person at Target Starbucks,  
401 W Irving Park Rd.  
Wednesday, August 16 at 7 pm
Gloria Downing is ready for a total life 
makeover and a friend she can lean on—and 
into her path walks a young, idealistic woman 
named Estée Lauder.



Excel Basics
Zoom Program
Monday, July 17 at 7 pm
The majority of business jobs  
require knowledge of Excel. Watch as 
we demonstrate how to create a basic 
spreadsheet, enter data, and practice simple 
calculations and formulas in this online class. 
You must be registered by email to receive a 
Zoom invitation on the day of the program.

Excel Formulas & Functions 
Zoom Program
Monday, August 21 at 7 pm
Watch as we demonstrate using formulas 
and functions in Excel including averages, 
minimum and maximum values, data analysis, 
and loan payment calculation in this online 
class. You must be registered by email to 
receive a Zoom invitation on the day of the 
program. 

www.wooddalelibrary.org
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Reservations are necessary for Computer Classes. Basic computer skills recommended.

ADULT COMPUTER CLASSES

Tech HelpTech Help
Have questions about your  
smartphone or tablet, social media, 
Microsoft Office, or accessing an 
electronic library resource? Call us to 
schedule a one-on-one appointment.

i

You have access to online library resources at home! Embark on a search for your family’s 
history, read an e-book, or stream videos with the kids. These resources are available 24/7 
on the library website with your Wood Dale Public Library card. Now, if you don’t already 
have a library card, get an online card for digital access. Go to www.wooddalelibrary.org 
and follow the link to Get a Library Card Online. You must be 13 or older to register online.

Cultural PassesCultural Passes
This summer, explore cultural 
and historical attractions 
throughout Chicagoland with 
your library card! You can 
receive free admission or a special discount at participating Chicago area cultural 
destinations, including the Brookfield Zoo, Chicago Botanic Garden, and many more! 

•	 Passes are available on a first-come, first-served basis to Wood Dale Public 
Library cardholders.

•	 Borrow one pass per cardholder, per museum/location, per loan period.
Go to our website, www.wooddalelibrary.org, or call us at 630-766-6762 for more information.
Questions? Give us a call at (630) 766-6762 or email us at contact@wooddalelibrary.org

SEE WHAT YOUR

WOOD DALE LIBRARY

CARD CAN DO!
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Summer Reading ContinuesSummer Reading Continues
June 1 – August 31

KIDS
Get ready, get set, go to the Wood Dale Public 
Library, and sign up for the Find Your Voice! 
Summer Reading Challenge to earn exciting prizes! 
Keep track of your reading for the Youth Summer Reading 
Challenge by logging minutes online or using a paper 
log. Each reader will receive a ball & chain necklace or 
keyring, one brag tag, a prize from the treasure chest, and 
one paperback book for their first five hours of reading. 
Continue to earn a brag tag, a prize, and a book for each 
additional five hours of reading.

TEENS
Teens can choose to participate in either the adult or the youth reading challenge. 

ADULTS
This summer, we challenge our adult patrons to log at least 20 items by keeping 
track of books, audiobooks, or magazines read, DVDs watched, programs attended, 
or Library of Things items borrowed. Receive a sign-up prize after registration, a 
small gift for logging 10 items, and a gift certificate to a Wood Dale restaurant, made 
possible through a donation from Itasca Bank & Trust Co., for logging 20 items. Keep 
reading after 20 items to be eligible for a grand prize drawing ticket for every ten 
additional items or programs attended. Thank you to Itasca Bank & Trust Co. for sponsoring this program. 

Sign up today by visiting our website, visiting the Library, or calling 630-766-6762. You can even download 
the Beanstack Tracker app from the App Store or Google Play to make it even easier to track your reading 
on the go.

Sunday,
July 30 
1-5 pm

In partnership with the City of Wood 
Dale, the library will offer an exciting 
opportunity for participants 18 years old 
and under to earn a free wristband to the 
Prairie Fest carnival on Sunday, July 30, 1-5 
pm. For patrons who have completed 15 hours of reading, 
certificates for a free Prairie Fest carnival wristband will 
be available at the Library starting July 3, while supplies 
last. Certificates are considered currency and can be 
redeemed at Prairie Fest on Sunday, July 30 only. Thank 
you to Wood Dale Bank and Trust, a Wintrust Community 
Bank for sponsoring this program.
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Early Learning
Storytimes introduce little ones to new 
words and skills. Children learn about 
everyday tasks and basic concepts, 
like shapes and colors, while learning 
motor, listening, and socialization skills. 
Storytimes are not only educational; 
they’re fun, including songs, movement, 
fingerplays, and other activities. Begin your 
child’s early literacy education today by 
enjoying free, Librarian-led, storytimes.

TODDLER TIME Ages 0-4 years w/adult
Wednesdays, July 12, 19, 26, August 2 & 9
10:30-10:50 am
Join us for this fun pre-reader storytime 
including books, songs, and activities. 

TODDLER TIME REPEAT
Ages 0-4 years w/adult
Thursdays, July 13, 20, 27, August 3 & 10
10:30-10:50 am
Join us for this fun pre-reader storytime 
including books, songs, and activities. Can’t 
attend on Wednesday? Join us for the same 
program on Thursday mornings!

FAMILY STORYTIME Ages 3-7 years 
Tuesdays, July 11, 18, 25, August 1 & 8
11-11:30 am
Join us for this interactive literature-based 
storytime. We will read books, enjoy 
puppets, songs, activities, and more.

POLISH STORYTIME Ages 3-7 yrs
Tuesdays July 11 & August 8, 6-6:30 pm
Enjoy this fun storytime in Polish. 

FRIDAY FUN-DAY Ages 3 yrs & up
Fridays July 7, 14, 21, 28, August 4, 11, 18 
& 25, 11 am-4:30 pm
Join us for an informal play time. Explore 
our new, early-education play stations. Drop 
in anytime between 11-4:30 for this self-
guided, free-play day. 

STEAM TOTS Ages 2-5 years w/adult
Monday, July 10, 2-2:30 pm
Let’s learn and play with STEAM! In 
each session, we will explore different 
topics that relate to science, technology, 
engineering, art, or math geared toward the 
younger ones. Messy clothes are strongly 
recommended!

MOUSE PAINT COLOR MIXING
Ages 3-5 years 
Wednesday, July 12, 11-11:30 am
We will read Mouse Paint by Ellen Stoll 
Walsh and mix colors for a fun and colorful 
craft.

TINY TOT PLAYTIME Ages 1-4 years w/adult
Tuesdays, July 18 & 25, 6-6:30 pm
Come explore some of the library’s new toys 
and make some new friends. A caregiver 
must stay with their child to supervise play. 
Registration is required. 

Early literacy is important for families who want to help their 
children get ready to learn in Kindergarten. Wood Dale Library 
wants to help with this vital family project. This program is 
designed for children from birth to their first day of kindergarten. 
We invite families to spend time together outside the Library 
fostering a love of reading while gaining the valuable pre-
literacy skills that are so essential to reading success. Register 
and receive your first reading packet, including your first 100-
book log. We have paper logs or you can log on to Beanstack, 
our online reading program app. 

1000 Books Before Kindergarten

Please register for all of these programs on the Library’s program calendar at 
www.wooddalelibrary.org. When you register, please include an email address. 

YOUTH SERVICES EVENTS

Family  
Nights! 
Ages 5-11 years w/adult 
Stop in any time between 7-8 pm  
for Family Nights. You are welcome to 
stay as long or as little as you would 
like. Registration is required.

FAMILY GAME NIGHT: BOARD GAMES
Tuesday, July 11
Play a board game as a family. 

FAMILY STEAM NIGHT:  
LEGO BUILDING
Tuesday, July 18
Build with Legos and other materials as a 
family.

FAMILY TRIVIA NIGHT
Tuesday, July 25
Work together as a family to test your trivia 
knowledge.

FAMILY GAME NIGHT: GIANT GAMES
Tuesday, August 8
Try out giant versions of classic games as 
a family.

BUILD IT! Ages 6-10 years 
Monday, July 10, 11-11:45 am
Join us and try out our building sets! We will 
have multiple sets available, including marble 
runs, straw sets, magna-tiles, and more!

CRAZY PAINTS  
Ages 6-8 years 
Tuesday, July 11 
2:30-3 pm
Join us and try out 
several painting 
techniques including 
spin art!

LOOM KNITTING Ages 8-18 years
Thursdays, July 13, 20, 27 &  
August 3 & 10, 2-3 pm
Learn to make a scarf or hat on a knitting loom. 
Loom knitting is a fun, entry-level, yarn craft 
that we have shared with many young crafters 
over the years. Did you learn how to loom knit 
last year? Join us to make more loom-knit 
projects!



500 Books Before Junior High is for children 
in kindergarten to 5th grade. It continues to 
encourage children to be read to as well as to 
read independently.  We want children to choose 
books that will engage them, inform them, and be 
fun to read so that reading becomes an enjoyable 
daily activity. You can repeat books!  Read fiction, 
graphic novels, and non-fiction – READ BOOKS 
YOU ENJOY! Sharing books and encouraging 

reading time will help them develop a love of reading and learning that will last a lifetime.  

Pick up a paper bookmark log or use our Beanstack app to record every 50 books read.  You can 
choose a paperback book to keep for every 50 books your read.  Remember, children have six 
years to complete this program.

www.wooddalelibrary.orgwww.wooddalelibrary.org
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STEAM LAB: WATER BALLOON MATH
Ages 7-11 years
Monday, July 17, 2-2:45 pm
Let’s practice our math skills with a fun twist! 
Please wear clothes that you don’t mind getting 
wet.

MINUTE TO WIN IT GAMES Ages 7-11 years
Monday, July 17, 3:30-4 PM
Try out some crazy, fun, and fast Minute to Win 
It games. 

MAD SCIENCE: SLIME TIME Ages 6-10 years 
Friday, July 21, 2:30-3:15 pm
Ooze into a gooey hour of sliming around! 
Learn about polymers and molecules! 

Experiment to determine which 
Mad Science slime recipe is 

best! Take home your own 
concoction of Mad Science 
Slime!

MAD SCIENCE: 
MOVIE EFFECTS
Ages 6-10 years 
Wednesday, July 26, 
2:30-3:15 pm
Grab your popcorn but don’t sit back! 
We’re going to learn firsthand how advances in 
science and technology are behind our favorite 
special effects! 3, 2, 1 … Science in Action!

CELEBRATE HARRY POTTER’S 
BIRTHDAY! Ages 7-11 years
Monday, July 31, 2-4 pm
We’ll play Harry Potter games, make  
ourselves a wand and even try to make 
a potion! 

LITTLE MAKERS: GARDEN STONES	
Ages 5-9 years
Monday, August 7, 2-2:45 pm
Join us as we make pretty garden stones to 
take home.

Teens Ages 11-18 years

TEEN CD SUNCATCHER CRAFT 
Wednesday, July 12, 2-3 pm 
Make a fabulous suncatcher using a recycled 
CD and puffy paint. 

TEEN BIRDERS 
Wednesday, July 19, 4-5 pm 
Go on a walk to the reservoir to spot and 
identify local birds.

TEEN PAINTING CRAFT 
Wednesday, August 2, 2-3 pm 
Make your own summer painting.

TEEN TIE-DYE CRAFT 
Wednesday, August 9, 2-3 pm 
Create a colorful tie-dye t-shirt.
.

Family 
Entertainment 

Nights
TALL TALES & SILLY 
SONGS OF TODD 
DOWNING
Thursday, July 13,  
6:30-7:15 pm
Join us for Todd 
Downing’s concert with 

his lively kids’ tunes, wild dancing, and 
fun for the whole family.

SCIENCE HEROES 
“SAVING EARTH 
TOGETHER”
Age 6 & Up
Thursday, July 20
6:30-7:15 pm
A team of unlikely 
heroes must work all together to stop a 
super-polluting mastermind! Throughout 
the story, volunteers help conduct 
amazing science experiments about the 
laws of motion, chemical reactions, air 
pressure, and more!

BRIGHT STAR 
PRESENTS: 
AESOP’S FABLES
Thursday, August 3,  
7-7:45 pm
These fables from 

legendary Greek storyteller, Aesop, have 
been delighting young and old alike for 
thousands of years, and they still have 
a message for us today. Perfect for 
younger audiences, these classic tales 
entertain while sharing a strong message 
about treating others fairly and knowing 
right from wrong. Stories like “The Boy 
Who Cried Wolf,” “The Tortoise and The 
Hare,” and “The Lion and The Mouse” 
leave audiences with a message that is 
both timely and timeless!

WENDY & DB CONCERT
Thursday, August 10, 
6:30-7:15 pm
Join us for this concert 
presented by Wendy and 
DB, Grammy-nominated 
children’s musicians! This bluesy concert 
features songs about science, nature, 
diversity, safety, and the arts is sure to 
have the family singing, dancing, and 
moving to the beat.

Are you looking for a new author or series?  Request a kids’ or 
teen Book Bundle.  Fill out the form on our web page under Kids’ 
Zone.  Let us know the child’s age, reading level, and genre the 

child would like to read and how many items you would like. We will put together 
a bundle of books, along with a few surprises, and leave them to be picked up at 
the Public Services Desk.

Book Bundles
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