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This summer, get ready, get set, go 
to the Library, and sign up for Read 
Beyond the Beaten Path!

The Wood Dale Public Library launches 
its Read Beyond the Beaten Path! 
Summer Reading Program on June 
1. From June 1 through August 31, 
the library will host a range of free 
activities for children, teens, and adults 
that encourage and support a love of 
reading. Make sure you register so you 
can attend the great classes we have 
outlined in this newsletter. 

For our Summer Reading 
Program, we challenge our 

adult patrons to log at least 20 items and keep track of items read or programs attended on 
our Beanstack site. Receive a sign-up prize after registration, a small gift for logging 10 items, 
and a gift certificate to a Wood Dale business, made possible through a donation 
from Itasca Bank & Trust Co., for logging 20 items. Keep reading after 20 items 
and be eligible for a grand prize drawing ticket for every ten additional items or 
programs attended. 

Kids, begin counting your minutes for the Youth Summer Reading Program. Each 
reader will receive a ball & chain necklace or keyring, one brag tag, and one 

paperback book for their first five hours of reading. Continue to earn one brag tag and one 
more book for each additional five hours of reading. If you attend a program, you earn a 
bead of your choice that you can use to space out your brag tags.  Show off your reading 
accomplishments!  

Check out our new interactive website, Beanstack, which makes it fun and easy to add titles. 
Look for the Summer Reading Challenge link on our website, or download the Beanstack 
Tracker app from the App Store or Google Play to make it even easier to track your reading 
on the go. 

Sign up today by visiting our website, coming to the Public Services Desk, or calling  
630-766-6762.

520 N. Wood Dale Road
Wood Dale, IL 60191
630-766-6762
Fax: 630-766-5715
www.wooddalelibrary.org

Board of Trustees:
Barbara Dunn – President
Julie Szabo – Vice President
Lynnette Zaremba – Secretary 
Nicci Krebasch – Treasurer
Kristy Norris – Trustee
Jeanna Matuszewski – Trustee
Maddalena Sparacio - Trustee

Contact the Board of Trustees:
trustees@wooddalelibrary.org

Library Director: Yvonne Bergendorf

Contact Staff: contact@wooddalelibrary.org

LIBRARY HOURS:
Monday–Thursday 	 10 am–9 pm
Friday & Saturday 	 10 am–5 pm
Sunday	 Closed

www.wooddalelibrary.org

WOOD DALE PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT

Summer Reading ProgramSummer Reading Program
June 1 — August 31

We’re excited to announce the debut of a StoryWalk® and Nature Walk in our redesigned outdoor space behind the Library! You 
can enjoy a beautiful day while reading a children’s book along our 24 story stations or learning about our local ecosystem from 
our six Nature Walk signs. Families can enjoy our trail during daylight hours and are welcome to read, play and move together 

as children form new literacy skills and a love of reading. 

Outdoor StoryWalk® & Nature Walk Coming Soon!

v

ADULTS

KIDS

This project is made possible by a generous grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services.
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FOLLOW US—Be sure to follow us on social media to see upcoming programs, library updates, and photos taken 
during community events. Follow links to sign up for programs. It’s a great way to stay up to date and see what the 
library is offering virtually!

www.wooddalelibrary.org

Cooking with Chef Niksic: 
Awesome Salad Dressings
Online Program • Sunday, May 15
Learn to make delicious homemade 
salad dressings with Chef Niksic. Watch 
his engaging video, then make your 
own unique salad dressings perfect for 
summer gatherings. You must register 
with an email in order to receive the 
YouTube link and recipes.

Herbs 101
In-Person Program
Tuesday, May 17 at 7 pm
Discover the joy of growing and  
using herbs. Marcy Lautanen-Raleigh of 
Backyard Patch Herbs will demonstrate 
how to propagate herbs, discuss how 
to grow them, and how to use herbal 
harvest (or herbs you get from the 
farmers market) to make a variety of tasty 
and useful herb products. Participants will 
take home a newspaper seed starting pot 
with a growing medium and their choice 
of herb seeds, as well as an herb blend, 
to start their creative journey. 

Take & Plant: Mini Herb Garden 
Online Program • Tuesday, May 31
Start your garden with the Library! Plant 
two fragrant herbs in a mini Mason 
jar garden and enjoy fresh flavors all 
summer long. Pick up your herb kits, then 
follow along at home with the YouTube 
video or instructions given. Please 
register.

Cooking with Chef Niksic: 
Garden Fresh Recipes with Basil
Online Program • Sunday, June 12
Transform any simple meal into 
something special with basil. Join Chef 
Niksic on YouTube for fresh ways to use 
this flavorful herb in your cooking. You 
must register with an email in order to 

receive the YouTube link and 
recipes.

v

ADULT WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

Mother’s Day Teacup
In-Person Program
Tuesday, May 3 at 7 pm
Enjoy a fun, interactive class 
with Peggy Garvin while 
learning how to create a 
beautiful flower arrangement. 
We’ll make a cute spring 
bouquet in a teacup for 
Mother’s Day. Peggy will supply all materials to 
create your arrangement. The cost is $15. 

Walking Chicago: 35 
Tours of the Windy City's 
Dynamic Neighborhoods 
and Famous Lakeshore
In-Person Program
Wednesday, May 11 • at 7:30 pm
Explore some of Chicago’s 
dynamic neighborhoods and 

lakeshore during an interactive presentation 
with Chicagophile Robert Loerzel. He will 
discuss some unique excursions from his book 
along with local history and humor.

Crafts with Gilda: Ceramic Pitcher
In-Person or Online Program 
Friday, May 13 at 7 pm
Paint your own ceramic pitcher 
to have on hand for cold 
drinks this summer. Come in 
for an in-person class or pick up 
the supplies and paint your pitcher 
from home, with instructions via a 
YouTube video from Gilda. If you choose 
to paint your pitcher at home, you must pay for 
the program a week prior. The cost is $15 for 
supplies. 

Registration is strongly encouraged for all Library programs unless otherwise noted. 
Register by calling 630-766-6762 or go to our website, www.wooddalelibrary.org/events. 
If you don’t have an online connection, register anyway and you will receive a phone 
number to call in and participate!
Programs may be modified, rescheduled, or canceled. We will be reaching out to 
registrants if changes are necessary. Please visit the Library website or call us at 
630-766-6762 for up-to-date program information.

Outdoor Pot
In-Person Program 
Tuesday, May 31 at 7 pm
Enjoy a fun class with florist 
Peggy Garvin. She will show you 
how to make a vibrant arrangement 
that will brighten up your outdoor space all 
summer long. Registration is required. The cost 
for supplies is $15. 

Fourth of July 
Wreath: Take & 
Make Craft
Online Program

Monday, June 20
Make an easy and patriotic wreath 

to celebrate the 4th! Pick up your craft kits, then 
follow along at home with the YouTube video or 
instructions given. Please register.

Take & Bake: Lemon Meringue Pie
Online Program • Monday, June 20
Learn to make a simplified version of this 
all-American classic, a lemony custard pie 
topped with fluffy meringue. Come in to pick up 
a bag with supplies (just add eggs), then follow 
along with our YouTube video or 
make on your own with 
the provided recipe. 
Please register. One 
per family.
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This summer, many of our book clubs will be held at the Library with an option to join virtually over Zoom. 
Register by calling 630-766-6762 or on our website, www.wooddalelibrary.org/events to receive an invitation to 
participate in the Zoom discussions. If you don’t have an online connection, register anyway and you will receive 
a phone number to call in and participate. Electronic versions of books may be available for download on the 
library apps Hoopla, Libby, or Axis 360, or pick up a print copy at the Book Club Kiosk.

Mystery Lovers’ 
Book Club

The Unkindness 
of Ravens by M.E. 
Hillard
In-Person/Zoom 
Program
Tuesday, June 7 at 
7 pm
Clever librarian Greer 
Hogan matches wits 

with a deviously clever killer in this 
atmospheric mystery set in an old 
gothic manor.

Book Club Express 
Watch Me 
Disappear by 
Janelle Brown
In-Person/Zoom 
Program
Wednesday, May 18 
at 7 pm
The disappearance 
of a beautiful, 

charismatic mother leaves her 
family to piece together her 
secrets in this propulsive novel. 
Meet author Janelle Brown on 
Zoom at 7 pm then stay for a 
book discussion at 7:30 pm. 

Educated by Tara 
Westover
In-Person Program
Wednesday, June 15 
at 7 pm
In this unforgettable 
memoir, a young 
woman who was 
kept out of school 

leaves her survivalist family and 
goes on to earn a PhD from 
Cambridge University.  This 
meeting will be held in person 
at the Starbucks in Wood Dale, 
located at 330 W Irving Park 
Road. 

BOOK CLUBS

Klub Książki - Polish 
Book Discussion

Imperium 
by Ryszard 
Kapuściński
In-Person 
Program at the 
Art Gallery Kafé
Tuesday, June 21 
at 7 pm
Books will be read 
and discussed in 

the Polish language. Copies of 
books are available at the Wood 
Dale Public Library. 

History Pages Book 
Discussion

There She Was: 
The Secret History 
of Miss America by 
Amy Argetsinger
In-Person Program
Wednesday, June 
29 at 7 pm
In this compelling 
account, Argetsinger 

spotlights how the Miss America 
Pageant survived decades of 
social and cultural change, 
collided with the women's 
liberation movement, and 
redefined itself alongside evolving 
ideas about feminism.

Attendance at a Wood Dale Public 
Library program or event constitutes 
consent to be photographed or 
videotaped for possible use on our 
website, or in other promotional 
material. If you do not wish your 
image to be published, please notify a 
member of the library staff before the 
program begins.

Smile!Smile!
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Join the Library for author events! You must be registered for each program to participate. Those without an 
online connection will receive a phone number to call in and participate. E-book and e-audiobook copies of the 
authors’ books are available on Hoopla, Axis360, or Libby. Print books are available at the Library. Please place 
holds, call, or e-mail the Library to reserve your copies. Everyone is welcome, including those who have not read 
the book yet!

ILLINOIS LIBRARIES PRESENT
An Evening with Michelle Zauner
Wednesday, May 18 at 7 pm
Fresh off a tour with her band, Japanese Breakfast, 
Michelle will join Illinois Libraries Present to discuss 
her bestselling memoir, Crying in H Mart, and 
more. Chicago author, editor, critic, and producer, 

Jessica Hopper, will join her in conversation. 
This event will be held virtually via Zoom.

An Evening with 
Jessamine Chan & 
Emily Maloney
Wednesday, May 25 at 
7 pm
Join Jessamine Chan 

and Emily Maloney for a discussion about the systems of power that 
impact our lives, our families, and our finances, through the lens of their 
acclaimed books, The School for Good Mothers and Cost of Living.
This event will be held virtually via Zoom. 

IN-PERSON EVENTS
Walking Chicago: 35 Tours 
of the Windy City's Dynamic 
Neighborhoods and Famous 
Lakeshore
In-Person Program
Wednesday, May 11 at 7:30 pm

Explore some of Chicago’s dynamic neighborhoods and lakeshore during 
an interactive presentation with Chicagophile Robert Loerzel. He will present 
unique excursions from his book and share some local history and humor. 

Renée Rosen 
In-person program
Thursday, June 16 at 5:30 pm
Meet author Renée Rosen as she joins us 
in person to discuss her glittering new novel 
set in Manhattan’s Gilded Age. In The Social 
Graces, peek behind the curtain at one of 
the most remarkable feuds in history: Mrs. 

Vanderbilt's and Mrs. Astor's notorious battle for control of New York society.

VIRTUAL EVENTS
Mystery Lovers’ Special:  
Erica Ruth Neubauer
Zoom Program • Thursday, May 12 at 7 pm
Author Erica Ruth Neubauer will join us for a 
discussion of her award-winning mystery Murder 
at the Mena House. In this engaging novel, a 
murder happens at the Mena House Hotel - an 

exotic gem in the heart of Cairo where cocktails flow, adventure dispels the 
aftershocks of World War I, and deadly dangers await in the shadows.
This event will be held virtually via Zoom. You can participate from home 
or at the Library. 

Janelle Brown
Zoom Program • Wednesday, May 18 at 7 pm
New York Times bestselling author Janelle 
Brown joins us for a talk about her novel Watch 
Me Disappear. This gripping and suspenseful 
family drama revolves around Billie, a beloved 
wife and mother who vanishes while hiking, 

leaving her family to piece together her secrets.
This half-hour author visit will be followed by a book discussion with Book 
Club Express.
This event will be held virtually via Zoom. You can participate from home 
or at the Library.

An Evening with Chef Kwame 
Onwuachi
Wednesday,  
June 22 at 7 pm
Chef Kwame Onwuachi will join Illinois Libraries 
Present to discuss his exciting career in food, 
as chronicled in his bestselling memoir, Notes 

from a Young Black Chef. A James-Beard award-winning chef, Onwuachi 
opened five restaurants before turning thirty. He was a 2015 Top Chef 
contestant and can currently be seen judging Food Network's Chopped. 
In 2021, Onwuachi became the youngest Executive Producer at Food & 
Wine magazine.
This event will be held virtually via Zoom.

AUTHOR EVENTS

WOOD DALE PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT

www.wooddalelibrary.org
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New!  Additional Mobile Hotspots
Getting free, unlimited Internet access is easier than ever with our 
expanded hotspot-lending program. We now have additional mobile 
hotspots for checkout at the Library. 
Hotspots allow library cardholders to get online easily using a Wi-Fi-
enabled device such as a phone, tablet, or laptop. 
Hotspots are available for checkout at the Library’s Public Services 
Desk. Patrons must have a library card in good standing to check out a 
hotspot. The lending period is 14 days, and they are available for renewal if 
there is no waitlist. The hotspot kits come with a case, instructions, and charging cord. You 
must be 11 years or older to check one out. 
Questions, or want to place a hotspot on hold? Call us at (630) 766-6762.

See what your Wood Dale  
Library card can do!

You have access to online library resources at home! Embark on a search for your family’s 
history, read an e-book, or stream videos with the kids. These resources are available 24/7 
on the library website with your Wood Dale Public Library card. Now, if you don’t already 
have a library card, get an online card for digital access. Go to www.wooddalelibrary.org 
and follow the link to Get a Library Card Online. You must be 13 or older to register online.

www.wooddalelibrary.org
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ADULT TECHNOLOGY & JOB SKILLSSKILLS

Computer &  
Job Skills

Reservations are necessary for  
Computer Classes. Basic  

computer skills recommended. 

Microsoft Word Basics 
Zoom Program
Monday, May 23 at 27 pm
Are you new to Word? Watch as we 
demonstrate basic text formatting 
and editing, copying and pasting, 
inserting images, checking your 
document for spelling and grammar 
errors, and saving and printing in 
this Zoom class.

Doing More with  
Microsoft Word 
Zoom Program
Monday, June 27 at 7 pm
Watch as we demonstrate more 
advanced features of Word: mail 
merge, tables, text boxes, bulleted 
lists, columns, and insertion of text 
boxes and symbols in this Zoom class.

New!  hoopla  
binge Pass
There's a new way to access content on 
hoopla using your Wood Dale Library card! 
hoopla BingePass gives you unlimited 
access to great online content for 7 days 
- all with a single hoopla borrow. hoopla 
BingePass allows you 7 days of unlimited 
access to hoopla magazines, 7 days of 
unlimited access to The Great Courses 
Video Library Collection, or 7 days of 
unlimited documentaries and nonfiction 
series. You’ll find it with the "More" button 
in hoopla's bottom navigation on a mobile 
device. 

Questions? Give us a call at (630) 766-6762 
or email us at contact@wooddalelibrary.org
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YOUTH SERVICES WORKSHOPS & EVENTS
Please register for all of these programs on the Library’s program calendar at www.wooddalelibrary.org. Please arrive early 
for in-person programs and have your child wash their hands before the program. When you register, please include an email 
address. We will be following CDC recommendations; events may be delayed or rescheduled due to local Covid conditions. 

FAMILY GAME - TOMA TODO
Ages 5-11 years with an adult
Tuesday, May 3, 6-6:30 pm
Toma Todo is a game played in Mexico for 
generations. Join us to learn to play and 
learn some Spanish at the same time. 

CHICK MEET AND GREET
Ages 4-14 years
Friday, May 6 and 13, 4:15-
4:45 pm
Learn about our chicks and have 
an opportunity to spend some time with 
them up close. 

SPRING GARDEN
Ages 6-10 years 
Tuesday, May 10,  

4:15-4:45 pm
Enjoy this gardening program, 
including stories, activities, and 
planting your own marigold to 
take home to grow. We’ll also 

learn how marigolds relate to our chicks.

TODDLER CHICKS
Ages 1-4 years
Wednesday, May 11, 10:30-10:50 am
Join us for a storytime about chicks with 
books, songs, and activities. 

WACKY WEDNESDAYS &  
WACKY STUDY HALL
11-18 yrs
Wednesday, May 11 & 25
2:30-4 pm & study hall 4-4:45 pm
Enjoy a craft or activity with your friends on 
early dismissal Wednesdays. Meet the baby 
chicks on the 11th. Stay and get a start on 
your homework and group projects.

CHICKEN TALES
Ages 3-7 years
Thursday, May 12, 4:15-4:45 pm
Enjoy some chicken stories and meet the 
baby chicks! 

STEAM CHALLENGE
Ages 6-10 years
Wednesday, May 18, 
4:30-5 pm
Join us for a fun STEAM activity. 

PARENT & ME STRESS BUSTER
Ages 5-11 years with an adult
Tuesday, May 24, 6-6:30 pm
Stress is a part of our everyday lives, but did 
you know that kids can be stressed out too? 
Kids might not call it stress, but they still could 
use some tools to help them calm down and 
relax. In this parent and child workshop, we 
will explore different “stress busters” that are 
easy to use at home or at school.

GAME TIME - YAHTZEE
Ages 8-14 years
Monday, June 13, 10:30-11 am
Join us for this fast-paced dice game 
and be ready to use your math skills!

MAKER - LOOM KNITTING CLUB	
Ages 8-14 years
Mondays, June 13, 20 & 27, 3-4 pm
Learn to make a scarf and hat on a knitting 
loom. Loom knitting is a fun entry-level yarn 
craft that we have shared with many young 
crafters over the years.

Storytimes introduce little ones to new words 
and skills. Children learn about everyday 
tasks and basic concepts, such as shapes 
and colors, while learning motor, listening, 
and socialization skills. Storytimes are not 
only educational; they’re fun; including 
songs, movement, fingerplays, and other 
activities. Begin your child’s early literacy 
education today by enjoying free, Librarian-
led storytimes. Storytimes are currently 
offered in person at the library.

TODDLER TIME
Ages 0-4 years
Wednesdays, June 15, 22 & 29 
10:30-10:50 am
Join us for this fun pre-reader experience. 
We will read a book, sing some songs, and 
learn some rhymes.
  
TUESDAY TALES STORYTIME
Ages 3-7 years
Tuesdays, June 14, 21 & 28 
11-11:30 am
Join us for fun and interactive storytime 
that includes picture books and activities. 

POLISH STORYTIME
Ages 3-7 years
Tuesdays, May 10 & June 14
6-6:30 pm
Enjoy this fun s 
torytime in Polish. 

EARLY LEARNING @WDPL

Are you looking for a new author or series?  Request a kids’ or teen Book Bundle. Fill out the form 
on our web page under Kids’ Zone.  Let us know the child’s age, reading level, and genre the 
child would like to read and how many items you would like. We will put together a bundle 
of books, along with a few surprises and leave them to be picked up on the hold shelf. 

B o o k 
Bundles
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Read Beyond the Beaten Path
Summer Reading at WDPL

Studies have shown that children lose significant knowledge over their summer break, as much as 20% in reading 
and 27% in math. Because younger children are in a crucial stage in their development, they are more likely to 
experience learning loss. The Wood Dale Library’s Summer Reading Program is designed to slow that slide.  We 
encourage children to read material that they choose, enabling them to gain fluency and enjoyment from reading.  
Many of our craft and activity programs include elements of math, engineering, and science. These activities allow 
them to explore concepts in a fun environment while keeping their academic skills in practice.

www.wooddalelibrary.org
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YOUTH SERVICES WORKSHOP & EVENTS

DASH ROBOTS
Ages 6-10 years
Monday, June 20, 1:30-2 pm
Learn about Dash Robots, and how to 
program them.

EXPLORE ORIGAMI 
Ages 8-10 years
Tuesday, June 21,  
1:30-2:15
Learn how to make origami toys. We will 
make a fortune-teller, a crane, and possibly 
one more origami figure. 

FAMILY GAME NIGHT: GIANT GAMES
Ages 5-11 years with an adult
Tuesday, June 21, 6-6:30 pm
Have fun playing a game as a family. We 
will be playing giant versions of some 
classic games like Jenga, UNO, Dominoes, 
and Dice. 

TEEN FUN WITH SPHEROS
Ages 11-18 years
Wednesday, June 22, 2:30-3:30 pm
Learn to program these amazing robots 
using an iPad.

ROBOT FUN
Ages 6-9 years
Thursday, June 23, 3-4 pm
Explore many robotic activities. 
We will play games, make crafts 
and learn to program robots. 

GAME TIME - TENSI
Ages 7 years & up
Monday, June 27, 10:30-11:15 am
Tensi is a dice game with a math twist. This 
is a fast, loud, and very fun game. 
 

LITTLE MAKERS: GALAXY PLAY DOUGH
Ages 4-8 years
Monday, June 27, 1:30-2 pm
Measure out your ingredients (math skill) 
and make your own awesome galaxy play 
dough.

SPANISH FUN AND GAMES
Ages 5-11 years with an adult
Tuesday, June 28, 6-6:30 pm
Have fun while playing and learning the 
names of shapes in Spanish.

TEEN SPACE PAINTING
Ages 11-18 years
Wednesday, June 29,  
2:30-3:30 pm
Use some fun techniques while 
painting a scene from out of this world. 

ACTIVE PLAY WITH MS. JOY
Ages 6-9 years
Thursday, June 30, 10:30-11:30 am
Enjoy some group games and activities on 
the back lawn of the library. 

SPACE PLAY 
Ages 6-9 years
Thursday, June 30,  
2:30-3:30 pm
Explore space-themed 

crafts, games, and 
activities. 

OUT-OF-THIS-WORLD PARTY
Ages 4-7 years
Friday, July 1, 11-11:45 am
Space crafts and activities for the younger 
crowd.

FAMILY STEAM NIGHT: 
MAGNETS
Ages 5-11 years with an adult

Tuesday, June 14, 7-7:30 pm
Have fun exploring different STEAM 
concepts with magnets. We will explore 
magnet toys and Magna Tiles.

TEEN BLINKY BUGS
Ages 11-18 years
Wednesday, June 15, 2:30-3:30 pm
Make a personalized LED bug.

BUGGY AT THE LIBRARY
Ages 6-10 years
Thursday, June 16, 3-4 pm
Explore the world of bugs with crafts, 
activities, and games.

LITTLE MAKERS -  
BUTTERFLY LIFE CYCLE
Ages 4-8 years
Friday, June 17, 11-11:30 am
Explore the world of painted 
lady butterflies. We will start the 
caterpillars and you can check on them 
through the summer. We will contact you 
with a release day when they are ready to 
be released. 

AFTERNOON MOVIE @  
THE LIBRARY
Ages 4-14 years
Fridays, June 17, 24 & 
July 1, 2:30-4:30 pm
We will watch a newer 
released movie -- the 

children who are attending will 
choose the movie. 
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